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AVANT-PROPOS. 

ES tleux campagnes de  fouilles, de I 945-1  9 4 6  et de I 946-1 9 4 7 ,  L ties rdsultats desquelles Zaki Yousef Saad hffendi a tire la matikre 
de ce volume, sont venues compldter fort heureusement les trou- 
vailles exl)oskes dans u n  pr6ckdent Calbier des Annales (no  3 ) .  Leur 
cont in~~at ion  est due B la munificence inlassable de Sa Majestk le Roi 
FAROUK, cle qni la gdnkrositk permet au  Service cles Antiquitks de  
soutenir, dans cettc indpuisable nkcropole de Hdlooan, un effort tl'ex- 
I)loration ao-dessus de ses rl~oyens normaus. 

Au fur et A mesrire que Ies rdsultats s7accurnlrlent, 1s dette de recon- 
naissance que Ia science contracte envers cc! grand monarque s'accroit. 

Le jour s'annonce ddjA oil Zaki Yousef Saad Effendi, qui dirige les 
travaux tle ce site avec tant tie cornpdtence et une expkrience consom m ke , 
dditera dans le ddtail tous les rdsultats obtenns. Une aide efficace vient 
(le l u i  &Ire accordke, pour 1a direction des fouilles, dans la personne 
de Mohammed Abd el-'l'awab cl-Hitta Effendi, afin qu'il puisse se con- 
sacrer plus entiArement b la prdparation de  cet ouvrage. 

En attendant, fidkle h I'esprit de sa premihre publication, Zaki 
Yousef Saad Effendi continue, par ce volume, B livrer h ses coltkgues 
dgyptologues, avec 1111 ddsint4ressement absalu, le meilleur fruit d e  
ses travaux. 

ETIENNE DRIOTON 



INTRODUCTION.  

The stibject of this publication is a sludy and description o f  some tombs 
nnd objects foalid dur ing  m y  jourlh and @h season's work in the Roya l  
Ezcazjation at Helwan.  It  was  my intenlion to publish in f u l l  /he progress 
of the ,vorli, .season b y  season, but being single-handed, this has not been 
possible. l thcrqore ~ l c b l i s h  this to enable the Egyptologists to Lnow some- 
/him18 o/'/he Z C O I * ~ ~  that 1 have done a t  Helwan.  

I regret /hut /Be late ProJssor J .  Capart; who  was  h e  Director Queen 
Elizabethfiundalio+r Egyptology in Belg ium,  died before the publicaliolt 
oJ' [his 6rochuf.e. During his last visit io E g y p t ,  he was  so kkrl  as to come 
lo see the excavations and spent the whole aflernoon examining  the oljects and 
tlisiting the lo~nbs.  He  consirlered the work a t  the Roya l  excavalions a t  
Helrvan primary imporlance. Short ly  6+e he died Be said( ' )  : n Depziis 
long/emps aucune touille ~z'avait prisenlk autant d'inte'rkt n i  apportb de si 
riches rku l ta ts  archeblogiques. C'est ziniquement ic la geite'rosite' de S. M.  le 
Roi FAROUK yue 1 ' ~ g t j p l e  et l ' ~ ~ ~ p t o l o 8 i e  sont redevables de cet impor- 
tant ~,roJ'et. n 

I t  is no easy )nattema to direct excacnlions on a large scale, single-handecl, 
pa,*/icularly those o f  the size o f  11te Roya l  Excava~ ions  rrt Helwa~r .  T h e  
Jield-work alone, y p r o p e r l y  attended to ,  wi l l  take zrp a l l  one's time. In 
addition, there are m a n y  other things reyuiring attention. 

A l l  the objects founcl 2;2 the tombs musl  be t l~oroughly  examined,  res/orecl, 
numbered, recorrlrd, phorographed and j n a l l y  be made the subject o j  de- 
lailetl study. A L  the end of the d a y ,  when tlre digging has closed, a n o ~ h e r  

1') A H ~ I E D  SAI~OIT BEY, L'Amour de l'Art, no 111, series 3A , 3 5  ct  36 ,  2 8>nnde, 
LE Roi Faroulz et l'Egyplologie, p. I 7 o et i j I .  



digging  comnzences. This  is  a uiork $search i n  m a n y  scienr;lic pablicalions 
dealirtg wi th  Egypfo logy  . 

A single-hanrled director, hon*erer worn out he Inay feel at the end o j  t l t ~  
day ,  must  yet fi$ t ime to d i e  conzpamtitje sttrdy which is essential for 
his work .  

I 

I desire to thank 41. E. Drioton the Director General o j  tlie Llepartment 
of Antiquities for his vnally visils to the site dur ing  wltich I greatly appre- 
c ia~ed  his advice and encouragement. I nrn also very erealjiil to hint for. 

finding a n  nsaislant for  nte. I know /be has been [rying to do ihis f ir  h e  
past seven years. 

filohamrnerl h'fenrli Abd el-'lbwnb el-Hitta has now been delegatetl to 
assist ine in the excavations. 

T o  [his 1 wolild add m y  thanks to H.  E. Dr. G .  Sobhy Bey  and Miss Bitter. 
f ir  correcling the n ~ a n f r s c r i ~ ~ l  a n d f i r  m a n y  ljnlrrnble scient@ advices, H. E. 
Dr .  M. Kamel Hussein Bey  very liirzdly stcidicd the diseases nvzd strange 

fenrares of solne bones, F a w z i  Ib rah iaz '~ f enr1 i  j o r  the plans and saroey 
work ,  i ~ b h m o a d  shad or^, [he plhotograpker oj' the Dgnrbnen l  of Antiquities 
at Snqqarah ancl his assistants jbr /he excellent photographs which appear 
here. M y  thanks are also due to rny workmen and their chief Rais.  The  
skill  ~ v i t h  which they achieved the work and /heir rrnceasing care has restrltetl 
in the perfect r~s tora t ion  of nzatzy oj' the objects found i n  the tombs. 

Ezbit cl- IVulda, Helwan , 3- 5-  1 950. 





S O M E  O F  T H E  TOMBS E X P L O R E D  

O B J E C T S  F O U N D  D U R I N G  T H E  FOURTH SEASON 

( 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 4 6 )  

IN 

T H E  R O Y A L  EXCAVATION AT HELWAN 

B Y  Z A K I  SAAD. 

Tlie fourth season opened on I 5 th  Octoher I 945 and ended on S 1st 
May I 9 4 6 .  During this period we disco\-ered 7 0 6  tombs, of which I 80 
were found to be intact. In  addition we uncovered in  two areas, east of 
the necropolis one very large tomb and the renlains oP what looked like a 
monastery. 

There were speciai reasons for selecting the latter two places. For a long 
time it had been rumoured locally that the two iarge heaps of gravel, broken 
sherds and lime-stone, marking these two sites, concealed vast treasures. 
For many generations local inhabitants firinly accepted these rumours and 
they expected much gold to be discovered. 

The monastery site was associated in the iiiinds of tlie people tvith King 
Shahran, and W-as known local11 as 'LTlie Convent of King Shahran"; many 
attempts had been rnade to uncover this so calied treasure ha t  they were 
unsuccessfull. As time went on it was believed that a curse was associated 
with the place, and 1 was warned many times that I would suifer the same 
fate as others if I attenipled to exploit the area. 

(') The coloured-plan I is for tile fltiitl seaion which \\as publishet1 i n  " The Royal Exca- 
valions at Saqqara ant1 Helaan". 



I assured them that I was not a treasure hunter. I told them I worked 
riot for gold but for the sake of science. With these assurances we commenced 
to clear the sites, beginning with the smalier one. 

Our first task was to clear froni the surface the vast amount of sand that 
had accumulated during the centuries covering everything. This done, it 
was possible to trace the outiines of the outer rectangular walls. They 
measured 41 metres east by west and 30 metres north by south. It was 
impossible to ascertain the height of these walls as time had levelled then1 
almost to ground Ievel. They were thick, and the mud bricks used in their 
construction measured o m. 2 7 by o m. I Ir by o m. 06 .  

The entrance to this building on the west side was found to be in the 
form of a gateway measuring 5 m. 50 in width. This gateway was bounded 
by two walis on its north and south. These waiis were 2 m. So thick. It 
was clear from the size of the entrance and its structure that the place had 
been inhabited at one time (pi. I). 

Running throughout the entire lengths of the north and south sides of 
the building were two rows of small chambers the doors of which opened 
into a rectangular court, situated in the middle. A number of similar chambers 
were found on the east side also, and these opened in a similar manner into 
the central court. 

In access with the gate W-e found a circular pit dug in the ground and taking 
up a large portion of the central court. This pit was originally wailed up all 
round with a mud wall. Few traces of it remained (plan 1 ) .  

Sonle of the chambers contained remains of pottery jars stiii sunk deep 
in the ground, as the custom was, and scattered about, ali over the area 
were fragments of pottery vessels and pottery lamps. !lost of these were 
relics of the Byzantine and Coptic periods. 

I was now confronted with a problem. What exactly was this, that we 
were discovering. The fact that the site was so close to the ancient archaic 
period necropolis made the problem more difficult. Was this a religious 
house of a iater period or was it an  ancient burial place? 

I have not succeeded in solving the riddle. It is cerlain froni the bricks 
used that ihe edifice could not be dated back to the Archaic period. There 
were other confirmations that it was of much lntcr ({ate due to the items 



\\-c So~tncl. It nla,- be Ihc building referrecl to by the historians Abu-Saie11 
and Shabeshty as c c T l ~ e  convent of' King Shallran" ( l ) ,  the name given to it 
by the local people(2). 

We next commenccti on the larger of the two dt1111ps. This was siightly 
to the west of the first one. 
We uncovered here a huge 
111astaha built with white 
lime-stone. Littie is left of 
the enormous superstructure. 
The mastaba measures 56 
metres from north to south 
and 2 7  m. /to from east 
to west. The east wail was 
originally encased with well 
dressed white iime-stone. 
This wall was not built per- 

W. E. 
Fig. 1.  Z. S. 

pendiculariy but was inclined 
inwards, to make the top of the torrlb narrower than the base (fig. I ) .  The 
remaining three sides were built straight upwards and were protected by a 
mud brick wall. The part of this, protecting the north wall, was found i n  
fairly good condition and much better than the other parts. This mud wall 
was in turn protected on the outside by- larger boulders or rau stones. I can 
think of no reason for a11 this care. I t  may have been so constrlicted ori- 
ginally, or added to in later times (plan 2 ) .  

In the centre of this superstructure we found a rectangular shaft, walled 
in a curious manner. The north, east and west walls are built of small 
white lime-stone biocks, undressed and made to imitate mud bricks, headers 
and stretchers (fig. 2 and pi. I1 a, b ) .  

The south wail is built with large horizontal biocks of white lime-stone, 
which arc comparativci! well dressed. These blocks measure b m. 50 

( ' 1  Sec i lb~i-Saleh : fol. 117 a, p. 59  and 6 0  ant1 I 11 1 .  111 z ,  fol. h 9  h, p.  I h 6 .  
(') Thanks to  14. Charlrs Barhatly 1,110 first t o l d  mr tha t  i t  might he tkr lrlonaslry of 

Shahran. 



by I m. I o by o m. 30, and it was built in st~cli a way as to .be a slrong pro- 
tection for the burial chamber. This we found oil ihe south side of the 
shaft with an entrance in the middle of this south wall (fig. 3 )  (pl. I1 a, b ) .  

To prevent the large monoiithes from falling they were put horizontally, 
from east to west, while small slabs OS 
lime-stone were put side by side between 
the slahs from north to south (pi. I1 a, b ) .  
This method prevented them from ttin~b- 
ling down, as ~vell might have happened if 
the) were simplg placed one on another. 
This method is quite unique and has not 
been encountered before. 

On entering the burial chamber, through 
the door at the bottom of the shaft, we 
illet with two doors, one in the east wall 
and another in the west wall. Both doors 
led to magazines with roofs composed of 
stone blocks made in imitation of the trunks 
of palm trees (pi. I11 a).  

We found the burial chamber to he rect- 
e. S.  angular in form, divided in the middle by 

Fig. n. - SLonc slahs in inlitation o f  two jambS with a flat linte] above. Behind 
mud hrick bnildings, braders and 
strelcl~ers. this lintel was another one lower than the 

first, and rounbed. It resembles the drum 
usually found in false doors under the lower lintel. This rounded lintel proba- 
bly represented a curtain which could be rolled up and down (pi. I11 b ) .  

The walls and roof of the burial chamber were in a good state of preservation. 
The stone slabs of the floor were broken in places. This was due to sounclings 
made by robbers in search of anv treasure which might be concealed under 
the floor. 

In  the west wall of the west magazine we found the ~lunderer 's  passage. 
They had used this one. after three unsuccessful attempts to penetrate the 
tomb through the south wall. E~idence of these unsuccessful attempts can 
be seen in stones removed from the south \+all. 



In the west magazine we found a potter) lamp, most probably left by the 
robbers and a pottery flask for water. Both the lamp and the flask were 
Graeco-Roman period, thus giving some idea as to when the robbers got in. 

In the tomb we found a large slab of lime-stone with round holes bored in 
it, probablywith flint instruments ofcrescent 
shape (pl.  IVa). Pieces simiiar to this were 
found in the Step Pyramid of Saqqara('). 
We also found some mallets made of hard 
stone and differing in size (pl. 1V b, V a)  (2). 

Fragments of stone vessels and pottery jars 
found are all of the archaic period. 

Judging from the tomb, its burial 
chamber, magazines, shaft and super- 
structure it is certain that it is a tomb of 
the archaic period. I would say it is of 
the late second or early dynasty. It is 
certainly one of the largest of this period. 
Larger tombs have been found at Abydos 
and Sacraara but these were built mud 

I I z. S. 
bricks. This is the largest tomb found Kg. - lr,le big ,,,o,..s and tile 
up-to-date, built with stone and dating small ones belween, with the doorway. 

hick to the archaic period (plan 2 ) .  

In view of its size it must have been made for a king or a noble of a very 
exalted rank. The only inscription found was one group of inscriptions 
(fig. h )  which might be either the name of the owner of the tomb or the name 
of one of the lvorkmen. It was found on a stone in the upper part of the shaft. 

Having finished work on these two sites, we continued the work on the 
Eecropolis where we left off at the end of the third season. 

The first tomb we came across was moderate in size. It had originaily 
a mud brick superstructure of which few traces remained (pl. V b). In 

( ' )  Sce FIRTH and QUIBELL, The s t ~ p  Pyramid, Pyramide ci Dpgris, I,'.lrehiterture, t .  11, pl. XCV 
t .  11, pl.  9 3 ,  i and 2 .  and XCVI, 2 .  

SCC J.-P. LAIER, Fotiillps a Saqqara, La 



the north west corner of this supcrstruciurc M-e Sound a sriialj c.hape1 facing 
west (plan 3 ) .  The burial chamber is a rectanguiar open pit, cut in gravel 
and measuring from north to south 6 m. 30 ,  2 m. 6 0  from east to west and 
3 m. 60 deep. There were two ledges on the east and west sides on which 
there were still traces of the wooden beams used to support the roof. The 
descent to the chamber is on the west side in the form of steps, the upper 

ones being of mud bricks while the lower ones were simply cut in the gravel. 
The tomb had been thourolighly plundered, but the few remaining fragments 
of pottery and broken vases made of alabaster and slate indicated it to be of 
the 1st dynasty. 

The nest tomb no 25 H. h was of an unfamiliar type and had also been 
plundered. The descent to this tomb is from south to north in the form 
of steps cut in the gravel and it was open without roof. It ends on both 
sides with two grooves in which the portcnllis was lowered after the body of 
the owner was buried. At the bottom of the steps there are two magazines 
on each side. The first one in the west wall measures I m. /to from north 
to south, I m. 2 5  from east to \vest and is I metre high. The second one 
in the west wall measures I m. 4 0  from north to south, I m. 30 from east 
to west and again is I metre high. The first magazine in the east wall measures 
o m. 65 square and is o m. 85 high. The second one, lying to the north 
of the first one, measures I m. 35 from north to south, I m. 2 5  from east 
to west and is I m. I o high. 

Behind the place for the portcullis is the door leading to the burial chambers. 
The doorway is o m. 68 wide, I m. 65 high and its two sides are I m. 2 0  

thick. Through this door one enters into a corridor running from east to west. 



On tlie west side of the north wall of this corridor is a door wliich leads to a 
littie square chamber in the east wall of which is another door. This door 
coninlurlicates with a rectangular chamber measuring 2 m. 30 from norill 
to south, i 111. 40 from east to west and 2 m.  2 5 high. At the north end of 
this chamber, and on a higher level than the floor, we found the burial place 
\vhich nleasures I m .  30 from east to west, o m. 8 0  from north to south and 
o nl. y 5 high. These measures correspond with the measures of ~llost  o l  
the burial places of tlie 1st and IInd 1))nasties. Ali the wails of the cliatnbers 
from the door inwards are hewn in the gravel under ground. The lvall 
of the descent as well as the walls of the chanzbers and roof were ali originall) 
plastered with leliowish mud (Tafl) and then white washed (plan 4).  

COVTEVTS : In the burial place were found few bones in very bad state of 
preservation. 

Few fragmenls of alabaster and slate Mere found in  tile room in tlie north 
part of which was the burial place on a higher level. 

I11 the north west magazine were found ten potter] jars t ~ p e  I I .  

On the steps were found three stands for vessels made of c l a ~  type BB3,  

Tomb no 6 8  was found thoroughly plundered. It is rectangular in  for111, 
cut in gravei on the four sides; then were ~valled up with nlud bricks. I t  
is composed of one place for the body of the owner and l ~ i s  funerarj objects 
to be placed round I i i~n,  instead of storing them in a separate magazine. 
The burial place measures 2 m. s o  fronz north to soutli, I m. 2 0  from east to 
west and I m. 6 0  deep. At tlie top of the east and west \vaiis at this height, 
the beams on which the roof were put left their traces in form of brown pou der,  
in holes where those wooden beanzs were inserted. The tops of these walls were 
forniing two ledges to act as roof supports. The width of these ledges on 
both sides is o m. (10 . The sides of the tomb fro111 the ledges upuards \\ere 
then built up all round to the ground level. The height altogetl-ier is 3 m. 6 0 .  
The space from the roof until the ground level was filled with gravel after the 
body buried. If there were a sliperstructure above the ground, it is hard to 
tefl as nothing was left for us to judge by (pian 5 ) .  

Tomb no 1135 was follnd plundered. It is rectangular in form, cut in 
gravel ancl has three nlagazinrs on [lie sotrth \111icli are built ~j i l l i  mlrd bricks. 



Ledges for the roof on east and west in gravel. Tlle burial place measures 
3 m. 40 from north to south, 2 m. 5 o from east to west and 2 m. 2 o from the 
bottom of the burial place to the top of the ledges. The two ledges are o m. 7 0  
each in width. From the ledges to the ground level is I m. go .  The three 
niagazines are : one to east measures I m. 3 5 from north to south, o m. 5 5 
from east to west and 2 m. 2 0  + I 111. g o  deep; a second in the middle 
measures I m. 40 from north to south, o m. 50  from east to west and 2 m. 2 0  

+ I n ~ .  go  deep ; the third magazine to west measures 1 111. 30 from 
north to south, o m. 6 0  from east to west and 2 nl. 2 0  + I 111. go  deep. 

CONTENTS : (in the burial place) I .  One dolornite zotive vase entirely 
intact. 

2 .  One flint implement. 
3-4. Two alabaster tubular vases (rims broken). 
5-2 2 .  Eighteen pottery jars type 1 I .  

Usually we found tombs of this type either with the nlagazines all built 
or the burial place only built. In this case we found the burial place unbuilt 
and the magazines are only built, which is not likely as in nlost cases. It 
is not easy to get the sound reason for sucli an exceptional case which shows 
a greater respect for the belongings of the owner of the tomb than for his 
own body (plan 6) .  

Tomb no 3 5 5  was found plundered. Its descent is on the north. At  
the beginning of the descent was found a burial place in the rubble with which 
the descent was filled. The body in it was found lying contracted on the 
left side, head to north and looking to east. The bones were in a very bad 
condition. In front of the face was placed a tubular alabaster vase. Was 
the body buried in this place for a servant of the owner of this tomb or for a 
person buried later who had no connection with the tomb? It is not easy to 
give an answer to sucli a question unless we have the evidence. The descent 
is cut in gravel and one can hardlg notice the steps which were cut in gravel 
but their forms are lost due to the fragilitl of the material and time. Tlle 
length of the descent is 3 m. 6 0  and its width is o m. 60.  At the end of the 
descent are two grooves for the portclillis. The width of the door is I 111. 2 o 
and the grooves arc o 111. 2 o width each. 



To the west of the door is a rnagazine buiit \\ith mud bricks. It measures 
o m. 5 5  fro111 north to soulh, o m. 7 0  from east t o  west and o m. 80 + o m. 7 0  
4- o m.  50  deep. The burial place is to the south and measures 2 nr. 50 from 
north to south, I m. g o  from east to west and I m. 70 high from the floor 
of the burial place to the top of the ledges for the roof. The ledges are on 
the east and west. The width of each ledge is o m.  30. Above then1 another 
wall is built on each side for a height of o m. 7 0  and each form a second ledge 
o m. 30 wide. Above each ledge a third wall is buiit up to the ground level 
measuring o m. 5 0  Iiigll. The first two ledges \\ere to receive the roof timber 
beams Tor a roof were found. In  this case there must ha\e been a second 
store in wl~ich was put the rubble filjing to the ground level. The depth 
of the tonib fronl the surface of the ground to tlie floor of the burial place 
is 2 In. g o .  

The position of tlie magazine in this tonib is n feature \\--hicl1 is quite new 
to us. We never before found a tomb \\-ith a magazine on one side of the 
door. 1Iagazines are alwajs either on both north and south of the tomb or 
on one of these sides; but not in such a position as the above inentioned 
(plan 7) .  

Tornb no 3 8 5  is one of the nlost interesting torllbs discovered in the sitc. 
I t  was Sound plundered but one of its nwgazines was found intact. A descent 
from north cut in gravel leads down to a f ight  of mud brick steps running down 
to the north wall of the burial cliamber but ~v i t l~out  any door to communicate 
with the inside of the burial chamber (pl. \/I a).  On each side of the steps 
are two ~nagazines. The burial chamber is cut in g r a ~ e l  in a rectangular 
shape and then walled up ~ i t h  stone slabs on the four sides. The north and 
soutli walls are conlposed of one white lime-stone block each. Each block 
measures !L metres long, 2 metres high and about o m.  4 o thick. The east 
and west walls are composed of similar blocks with the addition of another 
block on each side to the south measuring 1 m. I 7 wide, 2 m. I 7 high and 
about o m.  40  thick (pl. V1 h ) .  These two blocks were added on these 
sides to make tlie burial chamber rectangular in form. Thus the burial 
chamber measures 5 m. 2 2  from north to south, 4 metres from east to west 
and I m. 8 5  + 2 m. 30 from the floor of the burial clianiber to the ground 



level. The ledges on tlie two sides are one east nhich is I m. 30 wide, 
the other on the west and is o m.  6 0  wide, and on them were most probabl\ 
put stone slabs as a roof for the burial place. As there is no door to the 
burial chamber, the roofing slabs must have been put after the body of thp 
owner was buried. The magazines were roofed, probablj with timber beams 
and then all the place was filled with rubble to the ground ievel. No traces 
of a superstructure were left b j  which one can judge if there was a superstruc- 
ture or not (plan 8). 

The magazine on the north-east measures I m. 10 from north to south, 
I m. I o from east to west and 2 111. 9 5  + 2 m. 30 high. In it were found some 
of the broken pottery jars and dishes of the common type of the 1st Dynasty. 
The magazine south of it measures I m. 2 5 from north to south, I m. 0 5  
from east to west and the height is the same like that of the previous. In it 
nothing was left. 

The magazine on the north-west wras found intact. It measures I m. I o 
from north to south. o  m. go from east to west and I ni. 2 0  4- 2 m. 30 high. 
In  it we found ribs and different bones whicl-1 belong to more than one ox. 
put in layers. Below the first layer of ribs and bones \\e found a niceij shaped 
flint knife o  m. 3 5  long (pl. V11 n and 6). Bj the knife were Sound some 
pottery dishes and two alabaster tubular jars one sliglitl\ broken and measures 
o  111. a 3  high, o m.  I 3 width of base, o 111. I 0 5  width of rnoutli and o m. 03 
width of the rim. This jar is weli polished on the outer side as weil as on 
tlie inner side. The other jar is of poorer alabaster and the workman- 
ship is inferior in comparison with the first. I t  measures o m. I 25 high, 
o m. 10 width of base, o  m. 0 9  width of mouth and about o m. 0 1 5  
widtli of rim. 

Due to a sand stornl we were obliged to leave the clearance of tlie ~izagazine 
for some dajs.  \Ve photographed the flint knife (pi. V11 b ) ,  and do not 
expect any of its kind to be found. When \\e cleared the rest of the magazine, 
we found at  the bottom, below layers of ribs and other bones, t\+o big flint 
knives put one across the other in for111 of a pair of scissors (pl. V11 c). Both 
of the knives are intact and one is o 111. 61~5 and the other is o m. 4 I 5 long. 
The work of both knives is elcellent like tlie knife we found above. The 
form of the three knives is elegant. The t\\ o kniies fount1 beto\\ arc considered 



the biggesl of' tIi(1 kind [lisco\ere(1 11ntil non {l) in ton-tl)s ol' Illis period 
(pl. F I I I ) .  

The magazine on t l i t l  sor~th-\\ esl w-as loond I horoughi~  pil~ndered and mea- 
sures i m. S o  from north to south. o m. 9 0  from east to west and I m. 2 o 
+ 2 m. 30 high. 

The h ~ ~ r i a l  chambcr was plundered through a tunnel b \  the easl side kertical 
fronz the grolintl l ~ v e l  down to the part helob\ the ceiling of the tonib. At  
this part the pilinderers had broken through the gravel iedges and the top 
of the stonc block which walled the east side (pl. VS b ) .  Most of the tombs 
are piunderetl in this wa), a feature uhich shows 11s that the roofs on these 
tonlbs were verj solitl at the time of plundering them. \lore than that, 
the place of the h o l ~ s  used h) the plunderers in 99 per cent of the robbed 
tombs indicates firm11 that the robbcrs knew \er\  \\ell the position of the 
places t h q  were looking for. This is another proof that the plundering of 
these tombs took place imnzediately after the burial of the owner of the tomb. 

The interest oft  his tomh is in the huge blocks ualiing up the burial chamber. 
In the previous seasons we came across tombs built with blocks of lime-stone 
which were considered then verj surprising for their size !2', but here we have 
huge blocks double the size of the blocks used in previous tombs. Using 
such 1)locks shows 11s the skill of the people i11 the cutting, dressing and,  
added to that, carrjing them fronz the quarries in the bills to the place of the 
tomh which is a fong distance. Ijnless those people were using easy roads 
for the transport oi' sr~cli biocks, thej  nllist have used nwthods and means 
hejond our coniprehension to fulfil the task, which is considered a very 
clifficalt one. 

Tomb no h 0 7  was found plundered. Its descent is from west, cut in 
gravel in the form of steps 7 m. 5 0  iong. At the end of the descent the 
door leading to the inside o l  the tomb was found blocked with bricks and 
plastered with nlud (pi. IX a ) .  The door opens with a passage from east to 
west. It measures S m. b o  long, 1 metre wide and the height of the walls 

( '1 Compare EVERY and Z ~ K J  Shin, The tonlb atid Helula)~, p .  162,  I 63, I 6 h  and I 65 ,  
of Iienlaka at Suqqara, 1). I 8, fig. 3 ,  I . 111. I A I X  anrl L X X .  

Z ~ K I  SIID. The Rmyal B.~cavntions at Saqqnra 



round it, is 2 metres. At the end of this passage there are two doors one 
in the north wall which leads to a magazine and the other in the soutll wall 
leading to the burial chamber. -4 third door is in the ens1 wall of the passag? 
leading to a second magazine. 

The magazine in the north measures o m. 60 from north to south, I m. 80 
from east to west and the height of the walls is 2 metres. The magazine on 
the east side n-teasures 2 metres from north to south, I m. 0 5  from cast 
to west and 2 metres height. 

The burial chamber measures 8 171. I o from north to south, 3 m. 8 5 from 
east to west and 2 metres high. The walls of the burial chamber were built 
with mud bricks and then wailed up with timber planks. The floor was 
paved with timber. The one roof of the burial chamber and the two magazines 
with the passage was all of wood. Traces of the beams for the roof and thc 
timber planks on them were found on the ledges. Above the ledges were 
built to the ground level and the whole area was filled with rubble (plan g) .  

COWEYTS : In the burial chamber were forlncl fragments of different stones 
of incomplete vases, and some ivory pieces. In the north magazine we found 
seven pottery jars tgpe I I .  

In the magazine to the east, we found nine potter) jars, type I I ,  siu 
pottery jars type 4 ,  one t jpe I .  one tvpe 27,  four tubular pottery . . jars type 6 h ,  
one pottery plate type h i ,  and two potter) plates t)pe h 6 .  

Tonlb no 4 2 6  was found plundered. The descent is from south to north, 
in the form of steps cut in gravel. 6 m. 30 long. ,4t the end of the descent 
there is a passage I nz. 80  long and I m. 0 5  wide on both sides of which 
are two doors comnlunicating with the nlagazines; one in the east measures 
I m. 30 from north to south, o m. 5 2 from east to west and 2 nl. I o + 2 nl. 50 
high; the other nlagazine in the west measures 2 m. 0 5  froin north to 
south, o m. 4 5  from east to west and 2 m. i o  + '2 m. 50 high. 

By the end of the passage, to the north of the two doors of the two magazines 
there are two grooves in which the portcullis of white lime-stone is stiil in its 
place as it was lowered doun to block the burial chamber after the owner 
of the tomb was buried. On the upper part of the portcullis the two holes 
are visible. These two holes are, as matter of fact, on a higher level than 



tllc surfacc of tlic roof ol  the bl~r ia l  rllanlber, a Sad ~1llic11 refuscs t h c b  idea 
that the hlnction of the holes on the upper part ol'ali the portculiis nas  to help. 
in either seeing the inside of the burial clianzber or to help in passing the 
pe r fum~  of burnt incense through, to be inhalccl b\ the so111 of the owner 
on the tomb. The position of tllc trio holes here affirms that their function 
was to help in the lowering down of the portcullis in its place (plan 10) .  

The burial clla~nbcr is built with mud I~ricks and measures 3 m. 50  from 
north to south, 2 m. 3 5 from east to \vest and 2 m. I o high. At this lieight 
there are four tetlges for the roof nhich \\as of timber beams and planks. 
The width of the iedges is o m. b o .  above the ledges were buiit walls on {he 
four sides and then the whole area abo\e thc roof has  filled i+ith rubble. 
In the bliriai chambrr we fonnd nothing but few fragments of alabaster and 
slate four vases (1). 

Tomb no I I 6 \\-as found intact. It was cut in gravel in a rectangular fornz. 
the burial place was built with mud bricks on the four sides. measuring I m. 60 
from north to south, I m. bo from east to west and I m. I o + I m. 60 high. 
The north part was used as a magazine but left without building. I t  measures 
i metre from north to south, I nl. 6 0  from east to west and 2 111. 7 0  high. 
The south part was left as a magazine but nothing was put in it. The boclv 
was found lying contracted on the left side, head to south, looking to west. 
The bones were in a bad condition of a female adult. Judging b j  the teeth, 
the owner may liave had about fort) years of age (pl. IY 6).  

COXTENTS : In burial near by the pelvis : I .  One alabaster tubular jar. 
intact, measuring o m. 3 5 high, width of base o m. I 8 5 ,  width of mouth - 
o m. o 2 5,  width of rim and the whole width of mouth \\ith rim is o m. 2 I ; 
o m. OIL below the mouth is a representation of a cord : o m. 065 below the 
cord there is a group of four vertical strokes in black ink  ( ( ( (  which 
might be interpreted sign for nuniber " A "  and maj denote the capacity of 
the jar. The alabaster, of which this piece is made, is of the best quality. 
transparent and with circular veins. The work is excellent (pl. X A) .  

2 .  To the north of the alabaster jar was found a i7erv interesting piece 

c ' )  Z ~ K I  Snin, The Royal Excat~atio~ls at Saqqnra and H ~ l t v a ~ l ,  p. 16.2 and pl. LXVIII. 



of ivory. I1 is a representation of a colunzn in form OS a bundle of eight 
lotus flow-ers with their stalks, one in the centre and seven surrounding it. 
The stalks are tied together b~ three cords immediately below the flowers. 
This piece testifies to the fine work of the 1st Dynasty and niay show thc 
origin of the columns used in temples in the later dynasties (p]. XI a) (1). 

In the north-west corner : 3 .  One intact tubular jar o m. 2 2 high, o m. I o 5 
width of base and o m. I 2 width of 
mouth with rim. Although there are 
some natural faults in the stone, yet the 
work is excellent and the veins of the 
alabaster are beautiful (p]. X B). 

6. One alabaster vase with a rim 
slightly broken. It measures o m. I 65 
high, o m. 06 width of base, o m. 09 
width of the middle and o m. 7 width of 
mouth with the rim. The alabaster of 

Z. S. which this vase is made is of bad quality 
Fig. 5 .  - Engraving on IIW po t t~ l*?  jar. and the work is poor (PI.  X H).  

5. One potter\ jar with a handle, 
the rim is broken. This pottery jar is of the kind known as 'Bgean'. It is 
about o m. 26 in height and on the shoulder is engraved a group of two 
signs (p]. XI b, B and fig. 5). 

In the south-east corner : 6. Fragments of a complete alabaster tubular 
jar which we have been able to restore (pl. X C). It is about o m. 26 
high, o m. I I width of base and o m. I 5 width of mouth and rim. The 
aiabaster is good and the work is poor. 

7. Fragments of another tubular alabaster jar which was restored. It 
measures o m. 2 5  in height. o m. 15 width of base and o nl. 2 I width of 
mouth and rim. The alabaster of which this jar was made is of good quality 
and the work is excelien t (p]. X D). 

In the south-east corner were found fragments of alabaster and slale for the 
following dishes and bowls which were restored. 

( ' 1  Zhur S.m, Chronique d'8gypte, no A I ,  January 2 9/16, p. I 9 7 ,  fig. 2 .  



8. One alabaster bowl o m. I 3 7  high, o m. 08 width of base and o m. 23 
diameter. The alabaster is of the best c~ualitl. The work is excellent 
(pi. X E). 

I). One alabaster dish o m. 06 5 high, o 111. o 7 width of base and o 111. 2 I 

diameter. Thc alabaster is not bad and thc work is eucellent (pl.  X F). 
I o.  One alabaster dish o m. o 5 widtli of' base, o m. o 7 5 high and o in. I 6 5 

diameter. The alabaster is good and the work excellent (pl. X F). 
I I. One slate bo\+l o m. I I 5 high, o 111. I o width of base and o m. 2 8  

diameter. The slate is grej ~ i t h  sorile dull \+ hite \eins. The nork is e\cellent 
(pi. XI b A) .  
I 2.  One slate dish o m. 0 7 7  liigll. o 111. 0 7 5  width of base and o m. 2 4  

diameter. The slate is dark greg and the work is e\celient (pi. XI b C). 
13. One slate dish o 111. 0 4 3  high, no base and o 111. a I diameter. The 

slate is greg with some dui1 white veins. The work is escelient (p]. XI b D). 
In the north magazine : I 4-1 8 ,  five potter] jars type 3 ; I 9-3 I, thirteen 

pottery jars type I I (pi. IX 6). 
The piece no 2 is certainly verj interesting as a stud). Since the tomb dates 

back to the 1st Ilynasty, the piece must be of the sallie date. This gives 
a sure opinion as the origin of the lotus form capitals of the columns uset1 
afterwards in the temples. The piece is about o m. 2 I high and at its lower 
end is a square part about o m. o I 5 long and this part illust have been thus 
formed in order to be fitted in to some other object which may have been 
decayed in the tomb and no trace of it was left or was not put in the tomb 
for some reason. As to the nature of the other object, it is Jery hard to 
guess, as no traces of it were left. 

Tomb no 5 0 5  was found plundered. The descent starts froni east to west 
in form of steps accurately built with mud bricks. These steps are four in 
number. The steps here turn towards north and are built in the same manner 
like the others. The steps on this part are I I in number. The steps end 
in a space I m. 3 5  from north to south and I metre from east to west. To the 
north of this space are the two grooves in which the portcuilis was lowered 
down and found in its place (pl. XI c). Behind the portcullis was found a 
doorway o 111. 80 ~vitic and I 111. 8 5  high loading into a chamber on each 



side of which four magazines two in the east and two in the west. The 
chamber ineasures 2 ni. 30 froni north to south, I in. 5 5 from east to west 
and 2 m. 50 high. The first east magazine measures I m. 40  west, o m. 5 o 
north-south and I metre high. The second east nzagazine measures I metre 
east-west, o m. 50  north-south and I m. I o high. The first \vest magazine 
measures I m. 2 0  east-west, o m. 7 0  north-south and I metre high. The 
second west magazine measures I 111. 2 0  cast-\vest, o 111. 80 north-south and 
I metre high. 

In the north wali of this chamber thcre is a doorwaj o m. 7 5  wide and 
I nz. 80 high. This door conmiunicates with a second chamber 5 111. 30 
from north to south, 2 m. 30 froin east to west and a m. 50 high. On the 
east side there are three magazines near11 ol  the same size ~vhich is I 111. 30. 
from east to west, o m. 6 0  from north to south and I metre high. On the 
west of the chamber there is a rectangular recess o 111. 50 from east to west 
and the Iength from north to south is I m. 65 while the height is the same 
as that of the chamber. -Above this recess from the west there is a vertical 
opening fronz ground ievel to the ceiling in which was found a rectangular 
slab similar to those usuaily found on both sides of the stelae we canle across 
in the ceiling of previous tombs of the IInd Dynasty ('1. Most probably this 
opening used to hold a steia of the same nature, but unfortunately was not 
found. 

On the east side of the north wall of this cliainber there is a third door 
o m. 75 wide and I m. 80 high leading to a third chamber 2 m. 60 from 
north to south, 2 ni. 110 from east to west and 2 m. 5 0  high. Its floor is 
o m. 60 deeper than the floor of the rest of the other chambers. On the 
east side there are two magazines equal in size measuring 2 metres from east 
to west, o m. 60 froni north to south and I 111. 10  high. At the east end 
of both of them there are two doors, one in the north wall of the first magazine 
and the other is in thc south wall of the second magazine. In between the 
t ~ o  doors is a rectangular magazine o nz. 80 from north to soutli, o m.  70  
fro111 east to W-est and I m. I o high. 

riii the H-alls of. the chambers and the roof were ~ n u d  plastered and white 

(') Z4k1 S.~.LD, The Regal Exeat~a1i0,i.s at S y q a r a  and Ifelelmatl, 1911 1-1 9 \15 ,  p.  163 ,  17 1 ,  17 2 

and I 7 3 ,  pl. LXXSII, a .  



washed with lime. The plan of this tomb is unique and the number of the 
magazines is a new feature to us (pian I I ). 

In the debris feft by the plunderers we found the following objects : 
I .  Ciay pottery jar stoppers with impressions of cylinder seals bearing 

the name of King (Xeter En' (l!  rho ruled in the IInd Ilynasty on one side 
and on the other there is a name of the official who was the owner of this 
tomb, but unfortunately his nanze is iilegibie (pl. XI1 a, b ;  XI11 a).  

a .  Four rectangular lime-stone pieces (pl. XI11 b ) .  
3 .  Forty-six flint scrapers (pi. XIY a)  (only ten are photographed). 
6. Twenty-four snzall flint implements (pi. XIV a)  (only thirteen are photo- 

graphed). 
.5. One flint knife o m. I :3 long (PI.  XIV a).  
G .  One pottery jar type I 1. 

7. Three rough pottery jars type A2. 
8. Two pottery plates type 6 I .  

y. Ten alabaster tubular jars of different kinds all intact except one which 
\+-as found broken. 

i o. Fragments of alabaster, slate and dolomite. 
In the nlastaba (Superstructure) of the Old kingdom there are chambers 

differing in their numbers from two to ten or more. In the IInd Dynasty 
we have found this tomb and others with underground chambers. The 
owners of the tombs in the later periods might have changed the under- 
ground chamber idea to those in the superstructure, leaving the substructure 
for the burial chamber only. This, to nly mind is liow the evolution of the 
superstructure developed from one chamber to many ones underground, to 
the big number in the superstructure above ground from the IVth D p a s t ~  
to the later periods. 

Tomb no 636, was found plundered. It  is rectangular cut in gravel mea- 
suring I m. 30 from north to soutli, o m. 80 from east to west and I rrietre high. 
In it were found scattered bones of a child. The body was buried in a box 

(') URIOTOJ-VA~DIER, Les peuples de 1'Orient Earliest Dynasties, i go 1 ,  Part 11, p. 26, 
JI6ditem&n, 11, l,'kgrPle, p. I h 3 ,  i l 4  B:  pi. VIII, I s . 
r 59 and I 6B ; I'ETHIE: The Hoyal tombs of the 



most probably of wood with the sides and bottom inlaid with shells, ivory 
and a black material (pl. XIV b) .  By the side of the box was found an alabaster 
vase which is seen clearly in the photograph. We then removed the bones 
and the vase to treat the box with paraffin wax in order to take it out of the 
tomb as one piece (pl. XV a).  It was sent to the laboratory of the Aluseunl 
to be restored ('1. 

Tomb no 653 was found plundered. Judging by the area which was 
occupied by this tomb it may be considered the biggest, one ever found of 
the 1st Dynasty period. The area measures 48 metres from north to south 
and 24 metres from east to west . The descent is on the north side cut in 
gravel in form of rough steps I 7 m. 50 long and its width differs from I m. 70  
at the upper part to 1 m. 2 0  at the lower part. 

The descent leads down to a burial place 25 m. 30 from north to south 
and about 7 metres from east to west. There is a part on the north which 
is one higher than the other part to its south measuring 6 m.  60 from north 
to south and 6 m. 2 0  from east to west. This high part is narrower than the 
part to the south. The lower part was walied up on the east and west sides 
with Nile-mud and pieces of stones. Because of some lime-stone siabs 
found in the burial place one might suggest that it was encased with white 
lime-stone siabs which have been carried away after the tomb was plundered 
for building purposes, in later periods (plan I 2 ) .  

By the sides on east-west, and south were found holes dug regularly. 
There are 1 7  holes on the east side, I 7 holes on the west, and 8  holes on 
the south. In front of every two holes on the east side there is a hole forming 
a triangle with the two others. The position of the holes is irregular. When 
we emptied a11 the holes there were nothing found in any of them to give us 
an idea about their function (pi. XV b and XVI a). 

Were these holes meant to hold wooden posts for some religious purpose? 
If so, we ought to have found traces of the wood in some of them. We found 
however in a hole in the west-south corner on ground level, traces of wood. 

Were these holes meant for keeping pottery jars in them? If so we ought 

('1 The box is in  the care of Zaki Eff. Ishantler \\-h0 is doir~g his best, with his assistants, in 
the laboratory of the Pvluscum to restore it .  



to have found some of them with their contents, because these pottery jars 
were never stolen by plunderers of any period. In  a hoie to the east of the 
descent and middle-way between the descent and the north-east corner on 
the same level with the iedge we follnd three pottery jars type C I (pl. XVI 4). 

The Egyptologists who were interested in the work and visited the site, 
were unable to give any solution of the function of these holes. For myself, 
I prefer to leave the ~ r o b l e m  unsolved than to give some false solution. I t  is 
wiser to give the facts in details and leave the whoie to be examined later, 
hoping that some day one colleague might succeed in sohing the problem. 

During the clearance of the burial we found a body buried in the filiing 
by the south wall, nearly in the middle about 2 metres higher than the floor 
of the place. The body was found intact, lying in a contracted attitude on 
the right side, his back upwards and his face downwards. The bones were 
in a bad state of preservation of a male adult (pl. W11 a ) .  On the same level 
in the south-east corner was found another body buried contracted on the 
left side, head to north looking to east. The bones were in bad state of 
 reservation also of a male adult. On the same level to the north of this 
burial, we found a third burial cut in the side of the east wall in the form of 
a recess rectanguIar i11 shape. The body was found lying contracted on the 
left side head to north looking to east. The bones were in a bad state of 
preservation of a male adult (pl. XVII b )  . 

Were these three male aduits buried in their places as some of the owner's 
attendants? or were they buried in these piaces later and have had no relation 
with the owner of the tomb? Usually the subsidiary graves of the attendants 
are found round the superstructures of the tombs and not in such places where 
these three burials were found. 

The objects found in the tomb are only fragments of pottery jars and of 
different stones for vases of the types known in the 1st Dynasty. The interes- 
ting objects we found, were three horns of an animal which is probably an 
ibex of a big size. Two of these horns were anciently restored (pl. XVIII a). 

We have found many objects in different tombs of the 1st Dynasty, broken 
and skiffuliy restored by the ancient Egyptians ( l ) .  In the case of horns, 

( l )  Z IKI  S i i n .  Thr Royal E;rcarations at Saqqara and Hehr-an, p. v. 1'1. h\ l l .  



this is the first time we came across an] \\itk such restoration. We usualiy 
found horns in tombs as part of a sacrifice either with the rest of the head 
or aione. In this case, these horns must have been put in the tomb as part 
of the objects which the owner will be in need of in the netherworld. To 
my mind these horns most probably were used during the owner's life as 
ornaments to the walls of his house. Perhaps he was a hunter who used 
to adorn his house with horns and skins of the animals he hunted in the same 
manner as in our days. Was he a professional hunter or was hunting as 
a hobby to pass his leisure? 

If my idea of defunct adopting hunting as a hobby is correct, it shows that 
the higher class people in those times had the same amusements in their 
leisure as in our own days. Not only this, but it gives an idea of the degree 
of the refinement in their lives that was attained in that remote period. 

The owner of this tomb, judging by the vast area in which his tomb was 
built, was most probably one of the high rank people or nobles of the 1st 
Dynasty. 

To the west of this large tomb we came across a rectangular pit cut 
in gravel. We have not considered it as a tomb, although we were obliged 
to treat it as such for numbering, so we numbered it 679 like ail the 
other tombs. It  measures i 2 metres from north to south, 6 metres from 
east to west and I m. 70  deep. In it were found five circular buildings 
on equal distances from each other (p]. XVIII b and XIX). These 
buildings look like the lower parts of large pillars at first sight, but when 
examined they were found built with one brick all round. Their diameter 
differed from I m. I o to I m. ao .  They were found filled, one with 
gravel, and the second with Me-mud alternatively. As they resemble the 
granaries found in the magazines of some of the big tombs ('1, one 
might think that these were built in this pit near by the big tomb lo 
serve as a granary court for the use of the owner in the netherworld 
(pl. XVIII b and XIX a, B). 

('1 ZAKI SMD, The Royal Exearations at qara, Great Tomhs OJ the Ist Dynmty, p. 8 2  

Saqqara and Helwan, p. i og  , p]. XLIX and and 83, fig. 48, p. 85, fig. 50, pl. 2 1 , 
p. i 11, pl. LVII. 2 2, 2 3 and 2 h ,  Section CC, pl. 2 9  U. and 

('1 WILTER B. EMERY, Egcazlations at Say- 1'1. 30 -4. 



Tonlb no 683 1I/i \\as 1;)rlntl intact. I t  is rectangular cut in gravel and 
rneasiircs I m. I 5 from north to south, o m. 80 from east to west and o m. 80 
deep. In it \ws Sound the hody wrapped in a mat \+-hicl1 was tied up  with a 
rope ( , ) I .  XX a, b) .  Unwrapping the mat we Sound fine cloth in which the 
1)ody was rolletl (pl. XXI a).  Some of the cloth is lerg fine and show a great 
skill in weaving in this period. 
The hody of [lie o\\ner \\as 
rlnwmpped ant1 found I\iny; 
contracted on the right side, 

) to west. 1lcbacl to north looki~q; 
The ])ones were Sol~nd in a had 
state of preservation of an adult 
person (pl. XXI b ) .  The colour 
of the hones was grey-white and 
in the pehis we found some 
material which a doctor iden- 
tified as faecal matter. Fig. G 

In the debris of tomb nob 7 H/L 
we found an interesting piece 
of i ~ o r y  representing a human 
hand (p]. XXII a) .  The artist Right. Wrong. 

who carved it seems to know 
something about anatomy as he represented all the details in the muscles, 
leins and bones. IIe did not forget to show the nails as quite natural on 
the skilfully shaped fingers. According to the type of the tomb, this hand 
is to be dated 1st Dynasty. 

In tomb no I o h  114 we came across an ivory spoon which is very delicately 
carvecl (pl. XXII b )  . 

In the debris of tomb no a g g  H5. We found another spoon made of ivory. 
The handle is in the form of the hind leg of either a goat or a gazelle. The 
artist, although he tried to do his best to show his skill in the art  of carving, 
get he made a mistake as he represented thc hoof in the wrong place (pl. XXII c 
ancl fig. 6 ) .  



SOME O F  T H E  TOMBS 

AND 

OBJECTS FOUND DURING THE FIFTH SEASON 

(1946-1947)  

IN 

THE ROYAL EXCAVATIONS AT HELWAN 

BY Z A K I  SAAD.  

We started the work of the fifth season on I i t h  of November 1946 and 
closed down on 3 1 st of May 1 g6 7. During this period we uncovered 8 2 5 
tombs OS the 1st and IInd Dynasties. Of these 2 4 2 were found to be intact. 

I wi11 now describe some of the tombs of special interest, and some of the 
objects found in them. 

Tomb no 1 H5. This, judging from its plan, is a IInd Dynasty tomb. The 
descent to it is a rectangular shaft cut in gravel. I t  measures I m. 55 from 
north to south, o m. go from east to west and 3 m. 50 deep. 

On the west side and on the south side, at the bottom of the shaft, there 
were two blockings by mud bricks (pi. M111 a ) .  

When we cleared the bottom of the shaft we found : 
I .  Fragments of alabaster of a table with its stand which were restored 

(pl. XXIII b, the two pieces on the right). 
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2 .  An alabaster vase witli a patch on the bottom (pl. XXIII b, pieces next 
to the table). 

3. A small votive slate vase (pi. XXIII b on the left). 
When we removed the mud brick blocking on the west, the underground 

burial chamber was revealed. It 
measures I m. 5 5 by 1 m. i o by 
o m. g 0. It contained five skele- 
tons, two to the north, and three 
to the south (pl. XXIII c, fig. 7 A) .  

The two skeletons nos I and 2 

to the north : 
I . This was lying contracted N .  

on its left side, with the head to 
the north. The bones were of 
a male adult and were in bad 
condition. 

2 .  This also was lying con- 
tracted on the left side, with the head to the 
north, looking to the east. Again the bones 
were in poor condition and were of an aduit 
female. On the neck of the female were found 
green and white cylindrical faience beads of 
a necklace with two branches and pear-like 
yellow stone pendant (pl. XXIII d, I ) .  

The three skeletons nos 3 ,  4 and 5 to the . - 
south : Fig. 7. 

3 .  Was contracted on its left side, head to 
north, facing east. The bones were those of a child and were in poor 
condition. 

On the left side were carnelian and faience beads of a bracelet (pl. XXIII d, 3 ) .  
Behind the pelvis was found a broken statuette of a kneeling man, holding 

a vase in his hands witli arms outstretched. The kneeling person represents 
a hunch-back. He is holding the vase as if to offer its contents humbly to a 
great master (pl. XXIV a, b). 



4.  Skeleton ljing contracted on left side, liead to the north, looking east. 
Bones of a child in bad condition. On the neck were green faience beads 
for a necklace (pi. XXIII d, 2 ) .  

5 .  Skeleton lying contracted on left side, head to tlie north, looking east. 
Bones of a child in bad condition. On removing the blocking on the south 
side, an intact underground burial chamber revealed. It  is rectangular 
in shape and measures I m. 50 by o m. go  b j  o m. 80. 

It contains three skeletons (nos I ,  2 and 3,  pl. XXIV c and fig. 7 B). 
I .  Lying contracted on left side, head to the north, looking to the east. 

Bones of a joung person in bad condition (sex not clear). 
2 .  Body lying contracted on the left side, the head to the north, looking 

east. Bones of a child in bad condition. 
3. Skeleton lying conlracted on the left side, its head to the north, looking 

to the east. Bones of an adult female in bad condition. The pelvis and long 
bones sliow tliat this female was of stout built (pi. XXIV c ) .  

CONTEXTS : By the head of no I : 1-3. Three tubular lime-stone jars, 
near the knees of no 3 : 4 .  One tubular iime-stone jar. 

This tomb is unusual in regard to the number of bodies buried in it. Gene- 
rallj, tombs of this period were used for one person but here we find eight: 
five in bnria'l -4 and tliree in buriai B. 

There were one female, one male and tliree children in burial A. In burial 
B, there were a male ( 2 )  and a female with a child between them. 

Were the person buried in burial A. a famiiy consisting of the 
father, the mother and their three children? Also, the persons buried in 
burial B., were the] the members of a family related io the other? Most 
probably each burial chamber was confined to one family who died under 
circumstances which obliged the people interested to bury each family in one 
burial chamber. 

The objects found indicate tliat the burial took place according to the 
customs practiced in the period. 

I .  The ritlial breaking of some objects is clear from what was found in the 
shaft in front of the mud brick blockages. 

2 .  The female in burial A was buried with her necklace on her neck. 
3. The child no 3 in burial A was buried with the bracelet on tlie arm. 



They placed by him, the ivory statuette which might have been one of the 
objects he was f o ~ n d  of. 

In burial B were found four tubular iime-stone jars. Sothing else was 
found. 

Tomb no 3 H5. Intact, rectangular, cut in gravel. It measures, I m. 4 0  
by I m. 15 by 2 m. i o ,  with a small recess on the north side measuring 

o m. 8 5 ~ 1 m .  1 5 x 1  m. 80. Bodylyingcont- 
racted on right side, head to the north, looking 
west. Bones of an adolescent in bad condition 
(sex not clear). 

Although the tomb was found intact, the skull 
was fbund turned without the mandible towards 
the east. The mandible was in its place facing 
west. 

It is not easy to give any explanation for such 
a slight partial disturbance while the rest of the 
body and objects were not touched (pl. XXV a  and 
fig. 8).  

COYTENTS : In front of face : 1-3. Three votive 
vases containing material (sent to the Cairo 

Fig. 8. Museum laboratory for anaiysis) . 
The three votive vases were placed in a row in front of the face 

to\\-ards the west : a,  b  and c .  

N. t r )  An alabaster voti\e vase (pl. XXV b, A). 
b )  A slate ~o t ive  lase in t a o  parts (pi. SYV 8, U)  
c )  4n alabaster votive vase (pi. XXIT b, C). 

2 .  Besides the vases : 4.  One ivory stick for painting the eyes (pi. XXVI 
a, A). 5-7. Three nicely shaped ivory sticks for painting the eyes (pl. XXVI 
a,  B, C and D).  

R .  Between the pelyis and feet (8-1 7).  Ten i ~ o r r  bracelets (pl. XXVI a ) .  
h .  On a higher levrl were lountl fragmentsol' air alabaster dish 

(pi. XX\ I b ,  c l ) .  



a 5  115. I'lllntlerctl tomb. Descent fro111 north to south in the form of 
2 2  rough steps cut in gravei. It measures I 5 metres in iength and o m. 80 
in width. The steps end in a rectangular space before the entrance to the 
burial piace which measures 2 m. 7 5 north-south, I 111. 2 5 east-west. The 
height from the bottom to ground level is 7 m. 80. On both sides are groo\es 
which were cut for placing the portclxllis. The door is o m. 80 wide, and 
I m. ,io high. It leads to a chamber 5 m. g o  north-south, I 111. 6 5  east-west 
and I m. 8 5  high. At the end is another door, o 111. 80 wide and I nz. 2 5  

high, which leads to a chamber measuring 3 m. 10 north-south, o m. 95 
east-west and I m. 2 5 high. To the west of this chamber is the burial place, 
2  metres north-south, o m.  g o  east-west and I m. 25 high (plan 13). 

CONTENTS : I .  Fragments of a alabaster table with ils stand (beyond repa- 
ration). 

2 .  Fragments of a copper dish (beyond reparation). 
3 .  Fragments of an alabaster dish. 
h.  A lime-stone roller, o m. 8 0  long and o m.  2 o in diameter in the middlc 

while the two ends are about o m. I o in diameter. 

68 H5.  Intact tomb. Remains of superstrtxctnre, rectangular, built of 
mud bricks. It measures 3 m. 30 from north to south and a m. 65 from 
east to west. The height could not be ascertained as the buildings art. 
destroyed. On the east side is a corridor 2  m. 70 running from north 
to south and o 111. 80 wide. 

In the south part of the corridor is a cruciform chapel, while on the north 
there is a sniali niche (plan I 4) .  

The descent was found to the south of the superstrlictlirc in the form of 
steps cut in gravel. These steps start a short distance to the south of the 
superstructure and lead into the buried chamber which is cut in the north, 
under ground. It is rectangular in form and measures I metre from north 
to south, o m. 65  from east to west and o m. 80 deep. 

The bulk of the superstructure was built after the owner of the tomb was 
buried, as the south wall was abole the descent (pian 14).  

The body was found lying contracted on the left side, head to the north 
looking east. Bones of a female adult in bad condition. 



Traces of decayed wood in a rectangular form intiicate, ilia1 the body was 
buried in a \+ooden coffin. 

CONTEXTS : In front of the face (fig. g A, R and C, 
and pl. XXVII a ) .  

I .  One alabaster votive vase (pl. XXVII a, A).  
2 .  One alabaster ~o t ive  vase (p]. XXVII a, B). 
3 .  One aiabaster bowl in two parts (pl. XXVII a, C). 
On the hand : 11. A bracelet of carnelian and agate 

(pl. XXVII b ) .  
5-10. Six thin bracelets made of horn in had 

condition and one in fragments (p]. XXVrI b ) .  
Near the pelvis : I 0-1 3 .  Four tubular lime-stone 

dumma lases. 

8 h  115. Intact tomb. Shaft rectangular cut in 
gravel. It measures I metre north-south, o m. 8 0  
east-west and is o nz. 80 deep. The underground 
burial chamber is to the south. It measures o m. go  
east-west, o m. 70  north-south and is o m. 8 0  high. 

The body was found lying contracted on left side, 
head to the west, looking north. Bones of a female 
adult in bad condition (fig. I 0 ) .  

Examining the body, we found by the pelvis a bony 
object which was identified by doctors as a bladder 
stone (1) (p]. XXVII c). 

Tomb I 50 H5. Plundered and set on fire because 
the mud bricks of the entrance and the upper parts 

Fig- 9. - Showing tile of the burial chamber walls were changed to red 
and the skeleton in the burial 
with the objects. bricks. The ancient Egyptians never used red bricks 

in this period, therefore the only explanation of the 
presence of the red bricks is that the place was burnt out. 

( ' 1  The report on the hones b y  Dr. Kamel Bey Hussein, p .  30-3 I 



The descent is 6 m. 80 long and I 111. 30 wide, horn north to south. 
There are 14 steps cut in gravel. 

In the filling of the steps, to the north of the mud bricks blockage of the 
entrance, was found a body (pi. XXVIII a). It was lying contracted on the 
left side, head to the south, looking to the west. The bones of an adult 
female are in bad condition. 

CONTENTS : In front of face : 1-2.  Two pottery 
jars, type 3 .  

N. 7 
. - 

In front of feet : 3.  One tubular pottery jar, type 64. 
Near the pelvis : b. One pottery bowl, type 3 8. 
Behind the back : 5. One pottery bowl, type 46. 
The rectangular buriai chamber is cut in gravel 

(pl. XXVIII b ) .  It measures 7 m. 5 0  from north to 
south, 3 nl. 2 0  from east to west and is 2 m.  2 0  + 
2 metres high. Fig. 10 .  

There are two o m.  50 wide ledges, one on the 
east and one on the west. These ledges were for the wooden beams bearing 
the roof. Traces of decayed wood were found on the ledges. 

In the floor of the burial chamber were found five holes on the east and 
west sides (pi. XXVIII b and plan I 5). In four of the holes on the \v-est side, 
we found traces of the wood. These holes probal~ly held wooden pillars to 
support the roof as the ledges which were of gravel were not sufficiently 
strong to hear the heavy weight of both the roof and the filling on it. 

Remains of brick walls above ground level in a rectangular shape indicate 
a sliperstructtsre which measures I 4 m. 8 0  from north to south and 7 m. 2 0  

from east to west (plan I 5).  
CONTENTS : In the debris were found fragments of alabaster and slate. One 

fragmcnt of slate was part of a bowl. It bears the name of king "&Q" who 
was the last king in the 1st Dynasty (1) (pl. XXIX a and fig. I I )  l .  30 other 
fragments were found. 

The inscriptions on this piece was engraved with great skill. It shows 

( l )  DRIOTOY ancl VAT DIE^, Les peuples de PETRIE, The Ro,yal Tombs of the Ist Dynasty, 
IY0rient Afkditmanden, 11, ~ ' & ~ t J ~ t e ,  p. 136, pl. V111 s ,  3 ,  7 and i s, pl. IX 2, 9 and i a ,  
169, 163, 153, 1 5 9 ,  163 and 161r; p l . X I I s a n d ~ , p l . X V I I .  



also that writing was very advanced in this period ('). A very well shaped 
image like the falcon surmounting the serekh containing the name of the 
king could not be achieved but by a very skilful artistic hand which must 
have practiced such work for many years (2). 

Restoring the alabaster fragments we obtained the following pieces : 
1. One alabaster dish (pi. XXIX b A). 
2 .  One alabaster bowl (pl. XXIX b B). 
S .  One alabaster bowl (pi. XXIX b C). 
4.  One alabaster bowl (pi. XXIX b D). 
Some mud pottery stoppers were found bearing badly 

effaced and illegible impressions. 

Tomb 1 8 9  H 5 .  Intact, rectangular built of mud 
bricks. It measures 1 m. I 5 north-south, o m. 60 
east-west and is o m. 60 + I metre high. To the east 
of the burial are two magazines, one to the north and 
one to the south. 

The northern magazine measures o m. 50 north-south, 
o m. 30 east-west and is o m. 6 0  + I metre high. 

Fig. r I .  The southern magazine n~easures o m. 60 north-south, 
o m. 30 east-west and is o m. 60 + I metre high. 

Body lying contracted on left side, head to the north facing east. Bones 
of a male adult, in a bad condition (pl. XXX). 

CONTENTS : On the south wall of the burial place : 
I .  One pottery jar, type 3.  
Below it, in the west corner, in the burial chamber : 2 .  One pottery jar, 

type C: 1. 

In the east corner : 3 .  One pottery dish, type 48 .  
Near the head : 4. One slate palette (broken). 
In front of face : 5. One pottery dish type 49 .  
On the feet and pehis : 6. One pottery dish (broken) type h i .  
Below it : 7. A slate plate broken (pl. XXXI a A) .  

( ' l  Scc IT. B. EMERY and z 4 b r  S trn ,  The EYGELR~CU, It~trodtrction to l?{{!lptian. Ar- 
tomb of Her-[ha, 1). 76. chn~ology.  1). 2 0 .  



Beliind it : 8. One tubular alabaster jar (p1 LXXI a C). (contained ma- 
terial sent from analysis). 

In northern magazine : 9-10. Two pottery jars, type 3 .  
I I .  One alabaster bowl (pl. XXXI a D). 
I 2-1 7.  Six pottery jars, type C I .  
In southern magazine : I 8. One pottery jar, type 3 .  
I 9-2 I .  Three pottery jars, type I I .  

Below them : 2 2 .  One siate dish 
(p]. XXXI a B). 

2 o 7 H5.  Plundered tomb, rectan- Fig. l e .  

gnlar cut in gravel measuring I m. 2 0  

from north to south, o m. 7 0  from east to west and 2 metres in depth. 
CONTENTS : I .  One cylinder seal of soap-stone, o m. o I g long and o m. o I 5 

in diameter. I t  is bored lengthwise as if it had been hung on a string 
(p]. XXXI b and fig. 1 2 ) .  

Tile inscriptions on it are well cut. 
a .  One tubular alabaster jar (broken) (pl. XXXII a A). 
3 .  One tubular alabaster jar (broken) (pi. XXXII a B). 
/L. One alabaster dish (broken) (pl. XXXII a C). 
5.  One slate dish (broken) (pi. XXXII a D). 
6. One slate bowl (broken) (pi. XXXII a E). 
7.  One pottery jar (broken), type 3 .  
8-1 I .  Four pottery jars, type C I .  
12-15. Four pottery jars, type 64. 
I 6. One pottery jar, type I I .  

2 5 7  H5. Intact tomb, rectangular cut in gravel measuring I m. 7 5  
north-south, I metre east-west and I m. 40 in depth. Body lying loosely 
contracted on the left side, head to the south looking east. Bones of an  adult 
male, in bad condition (pi. XXXII b). 

Traces of decayed wood indicate that the body was buried in a wooden 
coffin. 

CONTEKTS : Soutli of the head : I .  One pottery jar, type 3 .  



In front of the hands : 2-3. Two flint implements. 
In front of the knees : b .  One pottery jar, type 3 .  
North of the feet : 5-9. Five alabaster dished L4, K, C. L) and E (broken 

and restored) (pl. XXXIII a ) .  
Examining the body, we found under the ribs, a bony object which was 

identified by the doctors as kidney stone ('1 (pl. XXXIII b).  

a 63 115. Plundered tomb. The descent 2 m. 40 long and I m. I o wide, 
is from south to north, in the form of steps cut in gravel. The burial chamber, 
built OS mud bricks lies to the north. It measures 5 metres from north to 
south. 3 metres from east to west and is 3 m. 2 0  deep. The part to the 
east in the burial chamber was undisturbed by the robbers (pi. XYXI\ ). 

CO~TEYTS : I .  A group of vases consisting of : 
1-1 4 Fourteen tubular alabaster jars, aii intact and in a very good 

state of preservation (pl. XXXV -4, U. C ,  D, E, F, G ,  H, I,  J. 
K. L, \I and 0 ) .  

I *5. One porphyry vase (pl. XXXV A ) .  
I 6. One alabaster bowl (pl. YXXV P).  
I 7. One dolomite vase (pl. XXX\ Q) .  
I 8.  One dolomite bowl (pi. XXXV H ) .  
I g .  One slate votive piate (p l. XXX\- S). 

2 .  A group of gaming pieces consisting of : 
1-7. A set of seven alabaster draughtsmen in the form of cones 

(p]. XXX\-I a, uppervrow). 
1-7. A set of seven semi-circular alabaster draughtsmen (pi. 

XXY\'I a, second row). 
1-60. Sixty beads of different shapes, colours and material (pi. 

XXX\ I a, the lower four rows). 
In some plundered tombs, we used to find round beads of alabaster 

and other material which were not pierced. I used to consider 
them, beads placed in the tombs to be used by the owner of the 
tomb in making necklaces in the other world. 

( '1  Tlie report of hamel lfey Hussein, p .  h5 and b 6 .  



Finding this iot with the set of draughtsnienmade me think 
that these beads were meant as counters for a game ; exactly like the 
chips or counters used in playing poker or other games in our days. 

3 .  A group of ivory pieces which might have been incrusted on the sides 
of a wooden box. 

6. A group of pottery dishes in fragments, the number of which n~iglit 
be approximately I o .  All of tlie dishes are of one form (type 47 ) .  

5. By the pottery dishes were found I 8 flint ilnplements (pl. XXXVI b) .  
6. Between the pottery dishes and the lvall was found a head which looks 

like the head of either a goat or gazelle. An expert identified it as an Ungulata. 

2 70 H5. Intact tomb, rectangular cut in gravel ; it measures I ni. 2 5 
from north to south, o nz. 7 0  from east to west and is I m. i o  deep. 

Body lying contracted on the left side, head to the south, looking west. 
Adult male, bones in bad condition (pi. XXXVII c). Traces of decayed wood 
indicate wooden coffin. 

CONTENTS : In front of the face : I .  One shell. 
2 .  One pottery jar, type P I .  

3 .  Fragments of pottery dish. 
Behind the head : h. Rectangular slate lid. 
5. Rectangular slate box with two conlpartments (pl. XXXVII a and b ) .  

This piece is most probably an ink pot for a scribe. The lid fits the box 
very tightly (pi. XXXVII b ) .  The two compartments were undoubtedly for 
black and red ink. 

Behind the feet : 6. One pottery jar, type I I .  

7-8. Two pottery jars, type P I .  

3 2 3  H5. Intact lomb, rectangular cut in gravel. I t  measures I m. 4 0  
north-south, o m. 8 0  east-west and is I m. 5 0  deep. 

Body of an adult fenlale, lying contracted on the left side, head to the south, 
looking west. Bones in bad condition (pl. XXXVIII a). 

CONTENTS : Behind the back : I .  One slate palette (pl. XXXVIII a). 
2 .  Fragments of alabaster and slate. 
To the soutli : 3 .  One alabaster vase (p]. XXXVIII b A). 



h.  One alabaster vase (pl. \ \ lVI I I  b B). 
5. One alabaster spouted bowl (pl. SYlVIII  b C). 
In front of the face : 
6. One ivory comb (pl. \\_\V111 c). 
On the left hand : 
7. Beads of carnelian, agate, and Iwo shells of a bracelet (p]. ,\XX'IrI1I (1 ) .  

640 H5. Plundered tomb, rectangular cut in gravel. It measures I nletre 
from north to south, o m. 60 from east to west and is o 111. 6 0  deep. 

CONTENTS : 1-4. Four necklaces of green round and flat faience (pi. 
lX.XI\ a ) .  

5. A potter) rliodei boat. 
6.  A pottery bowl, type 48. 
7.  One broken wheel of faience. In tlie circle tliere are eight spokes quite 

similar except one (pl . \ \ 1 I \ n and b) . 
Studying the wheel-like object (fig. I 3 h), it came to 111) mind that, without 

[lie surrounding, with the dissimilar one pointing downwards (fig. I 3 B), the 
whole gives the impression of a palm-tree (trunk anrl cro\+-n) (fig. I 3 C and D). 

The artist who produced this nice piece, most probably for a decorative 
purpose, 111ust have been influenced bq the beauta of palnl-trees (1). So, lie 
thought of representing a palm-tree placed in a circular frame. The centre 
of the circle is the junction of the trunk and tlie branches in the shape of a 
smaller circle with a hole in the middle (pl. I l X I  \ b) ,  so it can be easily 
hung as an ornament. 

5 9 7  Ii5.  Intact, rectangular tomb cut in gravel. It measures I m. 4 0  
north-south, o m. g o  east-west and is o m. 80 deep. Body of a child lying 
semi-contracted on the left side, head to the south, looking west. Bones 
in bad condition. Traces of wood indicate that the child was buried in a 
wooden coffin (pi. 1L a ) .  

(') Tlie palm-tree was considered as a repre- London 1 9 4  I ) .  

sentation for [he goddess 'Seshat'. Sec See : Vrvr J ~ C F L H O L ~  and ~ I O H ~ U I I E D  DRAR, 
G. \.  RIGHT, Seslrnt a t ~ d  t k ~  Pharaoh B~illetin of thr h e r t / l , t /  (4 Sci~ncr, no. 3 8 ,  
( The Jot~rnal ?f Egyptian Irchaeology, vol. 2 6,  p.  2 i 0 -2  1 11. 



CONTENTS : In  front of the face : 1 . One alabaster bowl, intact ( ~ l .  XI, h C) .  
Behind the head : 2 .  One polterv jar, type P 2 .  

Fig. 13. 

Behind the back : 3 .  One pottery jar, type b g .  
b. One pottery jar, type C 1.  

5-6. Two pottery jars, type I t . 
Behind the pottery jars : 7 .  One tubular alabaster jar, broken (p]. \ L  h A).  
Behind the left foot : 8. One alabaster vase with a lime-stone lid (PI. \ L  b D). 
g.  One alabaster bowl (pl. XL b E). 

6 .  



In the north-west corner : I o .  One tubular alabaster jar (pl. XL b  B). 
Behind the right foot : I I .  A group of six ivory bracelets (pl. XL1 E). 
3ear the bracelets : I 2 .  A broken ivory statuette of a silting child putting 

the finger of his right hand in his mouth while the palm of his left hand is 
placed on his left knee (pl. XL1 D, XL11 a A and b  A) ('1. 

I 3.  A fragment of a smaller statuette of a child (pi. XL1 C). 
14. A vase with a handle in the form of a duck in one piece, sculptured 

in ivory (pl. XL1 B, XL11 a B and b  B). 
Rear the ivory objects : I 5. An object in the form of a ram's head made 

of green diorite (pl. XL1 -4, XLIII a and b ) .  

6 2  I 135. Intact, rectangular tomb cut in gravel. It measures I m.  I o 
north-south, o m. 70  east-west and is I ni. 2 0  deep. There are four ledges 
of gravef o m. 2 o wide and o m. 6 0  high on the four sides of the burial. 
These ledges were to hold the roof. Body of an adult male, lying tightly 
contracted on the right side, head to the north, looking west. Bones in bad 
condition (pl. XLIV a). 

CONTENTS : In front of the face : I . One tubular alabaster jar (p]. XLIV b )  . 
2 .  One pottery jar type 76.  
Near the head : 3.  One alabaster vase (pi. XLIV b C). 
Behind the head : 4.  One alabaster howl (pl. XLIV b  B). 
By the shoulder : 5.  One alabaster votive plate (pi. XLIV b  D). 
Under the alabaster vase : D : 6. One ivory comb with a case made of 

straw (pl. XLIV c). 

63  y H 5 .  Intact, rectangular tomb built of mud bricks. It  measures 
I ni. I o north-south, o m. 7 0  east-west and is I m. 55 f o m. 50 deep, 
with ledges along the sides, o m. 50 high and o m. I o wide, to support the 
roof. On the south side a magazine built of mud bricks and separated from 
the burial place by a o m. 2 0  wide mud brick wali. 

Body of an adult male, lying contracted on the ieft side, head to the solith, 
looking west. Bones in bad condition (pl. XLV a). 

('1 PETRIE, Ahydos, part IT, I 9 0 3 ,  pl. IT, no. 8 ant1 111, no. I 6. 



CORTEVTS : Close by the fingers : 1-5. Five ivory sticks, about o m. 25 
long. One of them has a hole at  one end. They are all designed in imitation 
of reeds (pl. XLV 6). 

Dr. H. Hickmann's idea about then1 is that these were for some musical 
purposes. 

By the head : 6. One pottery jar, type 7 4 .  
In the south-west corner : 7. One pottery jar, type P 1. 

In the north-east corner : 8. One pottery jar, type P I .  

In the magazine : 9-10. TWO pottery jars, type 1 I .  

I 1-1 2 .  Two pottery jars type 43. 

6 6 7  H5. Intact, rectangular tomb, cut in gravel, measuring o m. g o  
north-south, o m. 55 east-west and o m. 40 in depth. 

Body of a dog, lying contracted, head to the south, looking west. Bones 
in good condition. It  was buried in a wooden coffin (PI. XLVI a).  

668 H 5 .  Intact, oval tomb cut in gravel. I t  measures o m. 60 north- 
south, o m. 37 east-west and is o  m. 70. deep. 

In the south part was found a wooden box with its lid. I t  is o m. 16 
long, o m. 095 wide and o m. I 2 5 high. When it was discovered, 
the wood was in a very bad stat,e of preservation. We treated it with 
gomoiakka and paraffin wax until we were able to lift it from its place 
(pl. XLVI b). When opened, it was found to contain t.he skeleton of a bird 
(p!. XLVI c). 

This wooden coffin is to he considered one of the most ancient coffins in  
existence, if not the only of its kind. It  is from t.he 1st Dynasty. 

7 I g H5. Plundered tomb, more like a trench cut in gravel. I t  measures 
5 m. 50 north-south, o nl. 6 5  east-west and is I m. 7 0  deep. Remains 
of the bones o l  more than one donkey. After our experience during the 
third season (11, we have been able to identify the bones immediately as 
donkeys' hones (pi. XLVII a and h ) .  

( ' 1  ZAKI SAAD, The Royal e,xcava6ions at Saqqara and tlehr*an, p. i 0 7 ,  pl. LXXIX. 
6 



Ifohanled EfTendi Abd-el-Ta~ab el-l-Iitta (1) from the Agriculture If usennl 
\\rlzo examined the skeletons confirnled the identification. 

720  H 5 .  Intact, rectangular tomb cut in grakel. It measl~res o nl.  g 5  
north-south, o m. 75  east-west and is i m. i o  deep. 

CO~TEVTS : Animal neck bones and some ribs (pl. fLVIII a). 
These bones are different from the bones I have seen before. They were 

examined by l[oliamed Effendi Abd-el-Tawab el-I-litta on 1 2 th of Mav 1 9h7.  
l te identified them as camel bones !2). 

Camel boncs have never before been found in any e\cavations. During 
tllc excavations of the Egyptian University on the Neoiitic site at  Waadi, 
directed by 31. E. Wustafa Bey Amer, was found a head of an animal made ol 
pottery. This head was identified bl Dr. Junker as a camel head In 
Fajum, lliss C r .  Cat on Thompson found a cord made of camel wool ('1. 

Dr. %gib Georgy, chief of the anaton11 section of the Faculty of Veterinary 
3Iedicin examined the bones and reported that they are : mbSome parts of 
the skeleton of a camel, namely : 

1. 3eck bones from the 3rd to the 7th (file bones) and the front part 
of the and neck bone (pl. \LP111 h ) .  

2 .  The first seven spinal bones (pi. \LI\  a). 
3. Eight ribs which could not be put according to order because of loosing 

tlie identifying signs and afso because some of their parts are worn off by lime 
(1st Dyn. 17200 B. C.) (pl. XLIX b ) .  

7 2  2 f15. Intact, rectangular tomb cut in gravel. It nlcasilres 2 m. 50 
north-south, I m. 60 east-west and is i m. 2 0  deep. 

Body of an  adult female lying contracted on left side, head to south, looking 
west. Bones in bad condition. Traces of wood indicate that the body had 
been buried in a coffin. This coffin is unique in its size. It  was not made 

L') He is now delegated as the assistant cf. also. J. LECLANT, B. I. F. A. O., t .  XLIX, 
of the Excavations. p. 2 5 0 .  

c') For supposed prehistoric ant1 early b3) MESGHII and M U S T ~ P ~  AVER, The excavations 
historic camel sculpture of Egypt, S~HARFF, of the Egyplian liniversittj in the fleolitic rite 
Die Archiologischen Ergebnisse &s Craberjkldes in at Ihadi, p. 3 3 ,  pl . XY, fit;. 9 and 3 .  
Abusir-el-Melek,Leipzig I 9 2 6 ,  p .  4 0  ; MEYGHIN, (0 C.ITOV THOWPSON and E. W. GARDXER, The 
Ilreltgeschiche CrSteinzeit,Nitn I 9 3  I, p. 309 ; I)e.eprt Fa!pint, 1). 88, I 1 g and 1 43. 



for the body only, but for the objects which were buried with the body. The 
coffin was nearly filling the area of the burial place (pl. L) .  

When the objects were renzoved, the floor of the coffin Has quite ciear. 
. I t  first I thought that the sides of the burial piace had been panelled wit11 
wood like those of some of the big tonlbs. one of which is no. 6 0 7  Hb ( l ) .  

But, after rernoving the objects and finding that the ground was colerecl ~ i t l l  
wood under the body and the objects while there was a small space between 
all the sides of' the burial place and the wooden floor; there was no doubt 
about the big size of the coffin which contained the body of the owner of the 
tomb and all liis belongings, which he wanted in the other world (pl. LI).  

CONTE~TS : By the head : I .  One pottery jar, tqpe I I . 
In front of the hod) : 2 .  One alabaster dish broken (pl. L11 H) (broken 

and restored). 
Under it : 3 .  Bones of a goose (2 ) .  

h.  One date  dish (pl. L11 A ) .  
5. One alabaster dish (pl. LII, I) .  
6.  One pottery dish, type 39. 
7 ,  8 and 9 .  Three pottery dishes, type 4 7 .  
I o and I I .  Two potter] jars, type I I .  

I a .  One alabaster base (pl. L11 E). 
I 3 .  One tubular alabaster jar (pl. L11 F). 
I h .  Onc alabaster base (pl. L11 K). 
1 5 .  One flat alabaster totive plate (pi. L11 G ) .  
I 6. One shallow tubular alabaster jar (pl. L11 L).  
I 7.  h group ol' 6 copper needles (pl. L111 a).  
Behind feet of pelvis I 8,  I CJ and 2 o .  Three tubular dabaster jars (pl. L11 

B C: and D). 
2 o .  One alabaster \ase (pl. L11 J.) 
22 ,  23 and 24.  Three poltery jars, type 3. 
In north-west corner : 2 5-30. Six pottery jars, type 4 .  
3 1-33. Three pottery jars, tgpe 7 4 .  
By the west wall : 3 4 .  Group of 13 flint implements (pl. 1,111 b ) .  

L') SCP (lie same publication, p.  I 4. e~amiiled the bones and found them to be 
('1 Jlol~animctl Ell'. Abd-cl-Ta\\ah cl - l i i~ta those of a goose. 

6 .  



7 4 1  H 5 .  Intact, rectanguiar tomb, built of mud bricks. It  measures 
I m. 35 north-south, o m. 7 0  east-west and is o m. 70  +. 1 m. 4 0  deep 
and has four ledges to support the roof. Two equal magazines io the south, 
one east and one west. 

These magazines measure o m. 75 east-wed, o 111. 50 north-south and 
are o m. 7 0  + I m. 4 0  deep. 

Body of an adult male lying contracted on the left side, head to the south, 
looking west. Bones in bad condition (pi. LIV). 

CONTENTS : In the burial chamber around the body (pl. LV). 
South side from the east : 
I .  One tubular alabaster jar (pi. LV I).  
2. One alabaster vase (pl. LV J) .  
3 .  One pottery jar type I I .  

On top of 3 : 4 .  One alabaster dish with an old patch on the rim(') (pj. LV H). 
5 .  One white sand-stone plate which was broken and restored in old times 

(pi. LV F) t2). 
Under 5 : 6. One slate dish (pi. LV G ) .  
Under 6 : 7. One stone ( 2 )  dish (pl. LV L).  
Under 7 : 8. One alabaster dish (pi. LV E). 
Under 8 : g .  One alabaster dish (pi. LV K) .  
Under the previous : I 0-13. Four pottery jars, type C I 

Under the previous towards west side : 
1 4- I 8 .  Five tubular pottery jars, type Q I . 
19-2 0 .  Two pottery jars, type J  4 .  

In front of the knees : 
2 I . A group of I 5 alabaster row beads (pl. LVI a).  
2 2. One copper piercer (pl . LVI b A).  
2 3 .  Group of nine flint implements (pl. LVII a) .  
26. One copper dish (pi. LV C).  
On 24  : 2 5 .  A group of ten copper fishing hooks (pl. LVI b B). 
Beside 24  : 2 6 .  Two pear-shaped lime-stone weights for fishing (pl. LVI 

b, C).  
L'; ZAKI SAAD, The Royal Excavations at ('1 Z.4~1 S.44~, The Royal Excavations at 

Saqqara and Helwan, p. 2 7 ,  pl. XVII. Saqqara and Helman, p. 2 7 ,  pl. XVII. 



In the north of 2 4 : 2 7 .  One spouted slate bowl (pi. LV B). 
28. One tubular alabaster jar (p1 LV A). 
In tlic north-east corner : 29. One pottery jar, tgpc I I .  

In the north-west corner : 30. One pottery jar, type I I .  

In the easl magazine : 3 1-34. Four pottery jars, type 3 .  
35-36. Two pottery jars, type I i . 
In the west ~nakazine : 37-39. Three pottery jars, tl pe I I . 
40.  One day model of granary bins surrounded by a wail (111. LVII b) 

Funerary barks were considered to be used only for kings' tonlbs in tlic 
IVth and ~ t h  Dynasties until the discovery of the iarge tombs in  the Archaic 
r~ecropolis north of Saqqara. To the north of the tonlb of King Hor-Aha 
was found a brick grave or casing for a wooden bark (1) .  To the riortll of the 
tomb of Henlaka a simiiar structure \+-as h u n d .  

In tlie Royal Excavations at  Helwan we discovered 6 graves for wooden 
barks, near the tombs the description of onc of which is already pnblislied (2). 

Thesc tombs cannot be compared with those discovered a t  Saqqara as their 
size is smaller. 

The conclusion is that the funerary barks, whether called solar barks are 
not, were not for kings or for high officiais only, but also for ordinary 
individuals, seine of whose tombs we are going to describe. 

Tonzb no. 6 4 9  H 5 .  Plundered, with a descent fro111 the soutli in form ol' 
7 steps, weli built of mud bricks 7 m. 5 long. The rectangular burial chamber 
built of mud bricks lies northward. It  measures 3 m.  30 by 2 m. I o by 
2 m,  30 + 2 m. 70.  The walk are mud plastered and in a good state of 
preservation. To the north of the burial chamber there are two magazines. 
one east and one west. To the south are two similar ones (pl. LVIII a and b). 

There was a superstructure above the buriai chamber and magazines. 
Traces 01 the mud bricks indicate a gallery and an  outer wall (plan I 6 ) .  

('1 EMERY and ZAWI SAAD, The Tonth of L') Z . 4 ~ 1  S A . ~ ,  The Royal Excawtions at 
Hor-A!,a at Saqqara, p. 8 and g, pl. 3.  Saqqara and Helwan, p. i i i , p]. XI. 



To the east a grale boat \\as found. I t  is 13 in. 50 long and I m. 50  wide 
(plan I 6). Traces of ~ o o d  show that a funerarq bark Has placed to the 
east of the tomb to be used ha the owner in the netheraorld (pl. LIX U). 

The owner of this tomb is not to be compared with either King Iior-Alla 
or the high ofiicial IIeinaka although 11e \+as protided wit11 a funerarg bark 
exactly as the) were. 

Tomb 6 8 0  H5. l'lundered, with a descent from south in the for111 of steps 
b m. 2 o long and o nl. 80 wide cut rougl~ly in  gravel. The rectanguiar 
burial chamber is cut in soft rock. Four o m. 30 wide iedges are on tile 
four sides. These iedges were to support {he roof. -4bove the four iedges 
were buiit iriud brick wails to the ground levei. Traces of iuud brick buildings 
above indicate a superstructure \+iitl) a gallery all round (plan 1 7) .  

To the south was found a grave boat. I t  measures g 111. 50  in iengtll ant1 
I 111. 3 o in width (pi. L1 \ 6).  Traces of wood indicate that a wooden funeran 
bark was placed in it to be at  the disposal of the owner of the tomb. 

Tonzb 7 6 a li 5. Plundered, rectangular, built of mud bricks. It measures 
2 in. 40 north-soutll, I 111. 60 cast-west and is I m. 60 4- I m. g o  deep. 
There are two nlagazines to the north, one east and one west, each measuring 
o m. g o  by o in. g o  bg I 111. 60 + I m. g o .  To the south there are t\+o 
similar magazines. To the nortll of this tomb j+as lound a grave boat, 
I o metres long and about I 111. 2 0  a ide .  Traces of \+ood indicate wooden 
funerarg bark (p]. LX and plan I 8) .  

Apart from these actual firnerarj barks there H ere found models of boats 
of ivorj (1' (pi. L\I  a and LXI h), stone @l (pl. L \ I I  a and LXII b ) ,  and pottery 
(pl. LXII c A and B). 

211 these facts, regarding tile actual funerary harks as weli as the ilzodels, 
are definite elidence of the existence of the Sunerary barks in the archaic 
period. The question of whether they should be called solar or funerarj 
barks will bt. the subject of an  other study. 

( ' )  Sec %irr Siro, Royal Excacaliotts nl Sag- Iloyetztredtt peuple a Saqqarah. p. I 5 ,  111. 9L1Y. 
qat~a:andfZelu~an. 1). 2 7,  pl. kIV a. See R.  1 1 4 -  PETRIE. -Ib,~l(los, Part 1, 1 9 0 . 2 ,  1 1 1 .  11, 11, 
c n H i 1 1 4 L L i H .  c11 (:i?~retit+e r1rchaiycce de /a C/nsse Par1 11, 1 9 0 3 ,  111. 111, 2 0 .  



In tomb no. 2!1 I15 was found a spouted alabaster jar (p]. I,\III a ) .  The 
spout was made n i lh  a nlovahlc stopper. IS llle stopper is placed in t 1 1 ~  

spout, the liqnitl conzes out o f t he  spout in drops. The spout is photographed 
by the s i d ~  of the iar. 

I11 tomh no. -579 H5 was 
found a nicel) shaped flint 
knifc (pl. L ~ I I I  h ) .  The 
flint out of which il nas  clit 
is of superior qualitj . The 
form is elegant and s h o ~ s  a 
high degree of skill in cutting 
flint. Although it was Soiind 
broken into three pieces. jet 
\rhen it was restored, its 
elegance amply justified the 
work achieved. It measlires 
about o m. 50  and is con- 
sidered the longest flint 
knife which has h w n  dis- 
covered until now. 

In tomh no. 683 I15 
were found slate fragments 
of ttvo dishes. When the pieces were put together, we found that the 
collection of antiquities was enriched by two very eiegant slate dishes 
(pi. LXIV a h and B). Dish A is like one found in Abydos ('1. 

Anlong the debris of tomb 728 H5  we found a number of ivory pieces, some 
of which bear inscriptions. We put the pieces together and the resuit was the 
upper part of an  ivory label ; the lower part is missing (p]. LYIV b and fig. 1 h ) .  

The gro l~p  of inscription is the name of hi t -Hotep the Queen of Lower 

(') FLIY~EHS I'ETRIE, The Royal To)i'o,,lbs (f the flar!irsl n!lnastiez, I 9 0  I ,  Part 11, 111. I. 



Egypt who was married to King Hour Aha (Jlena) and thus the two parts of 
Egypt were united ('1. 

In the debris near the big tomb no. 785 was found a cylinder seal 
made of haematite (p]. LXIV c). 

%'&[l l!@ This cylinder seal bears one in- 
scription (fig. 15) .  

.I, In tomb 36 H5 we found the 
remains of a skeleton which was 

Fig. I 5 .  wrapped in a woolen cjoth. The 
wool is not known to have been used in Egypt. This is the first time to 
find a defunct roiled in woolen cloth. 

In some of the tombs we found the skeletons in good condition and on the 
skulls the hair is still exist. Some of the hair was blond, chestnut and grey 
(pl. L I V  a and LXV b ) .  

The pottery jars, dishes, vases and other ol~jects which we found in thc 
tombs are ail similar to what was found before in other 1st Dynasty sites 
like Abydos and Saqqara. We have classified them into types and referred 
to each when we were dealing with the contents of pottery in the tombs. Some 
of the pottery types are given letters A, B,. . . to Z and then AA, BB,. . . to ZZ 
(pl. LSVI, LXVII, LIVIII,  LXIN and L X I ) .  

Other types are given nos. 1 - 9 3  and end with 78 (pl. LXXI, LXXII, 
LXSIII and LXXIV). 

HUMAN REMAINS. 

Thc skeletons found in the tombs are sometimes of great intcrest to doctors 
who are been on scientific research. Prof. D. Derry and H. E. Dr. Kamei Bey 
Hussein have found interesting material in the bones they have examined. 
Some of the skulls are still waiting their turn to be examined and measured. 
I am giving here pholographs of some of them (p]. LXYV n, LSYV b,  
LXXVI a, LXXVI b, LXXVII a and LXXVII b ) .  

The report of Dr. Kamei Bey IIussein is published on pages h5 and 46.  



A DESCRIPTION OF SOME BONES E X A M I N E D  
BY 

K A M E L  BEY H U S S E I N .  

The pathological specimens discovered during this season consist of : 

1 )  A tibia of an adult which shows thickening of the upper third of shaft 
(pt. LXXVIII). The swelling is smooth and concentric gradually passing on t o  
the normal shaft. Radiograms show definitely that it is not the result of old 
injury nor is it a tumour. It is unmistakably a case of chronic osteo-periostitis. 
At the present time such a bone showing this lesion in the upper 1 / 3  of the 
tibia would be considered syphilitic. The presence of syphilis among ancient 
peoples is disputed by many authorities and before deciding that this case 
is caused by this disease other cases of a similar nature would have 
to be discovered. Syphilis is polymorphic and can simulate and be simulated 
by other diseases. This case must, therefore, be considered as very probably 
but not undoubtedly syphilitic. 

a )  A specimen of a femur belonging to an adult which shows a comminuted 
fracture of the middle of the shaft (pl. LXXIX). The circumstances of its 
discovery make it cert,ain that it was not fractured during the excavation. The 
fracture, however, shows no sign of any reaction and this patient must have 
died very soon after the injury. 

3) Several stones which were found in the pelvis and around the ribs 
(pi. LXXX A, B, and C). The one in the pelvis is oval in shape the size 
of o m. 055 by o m. 035.  From its position in t,he body it must have been 
a stone of the bladder. The X-rays show an outer shell which encloses a 
large number of smaller stones inside. Such an appearance is almost unknown 



in stones of the bladder. Chemical analysis (by Dr. Reidy) showed absence 
of Na which may be due to complete desintegration of a11 organic matter 
and some crystals suspicious of ouaiates. 

Other stones showed appearances very suggestive of kidney stones of which 
the bigger part would be in the renal pelvis and the smalier part in a calyx 
with a constricted neck between them (p]. 1 , l X X I  i4). 

Other stones are most probably stones of the bladder some of then1 give 
the appearance of having been formed in a saccufe of the urinary bladder 
(pi. L X S I I  B). 
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. . . . . . . .  XIS, b 
. SK, a ........ 

XS, 6 ........ 
XXI, (1 . . . . . . . .  
XXI, b ........ 
LXII, a ........ 
XSII, b . . . . . . .  

........ SXII: c 
XXIII, Cl ....... 
IXIII, 6 ....... 

. . . . . . .  ,YXIII, c 
XXIII, d ....... 
XXIV, (l ....... 
XXIV, b . . . . . .  
SXIV, c ....... 
m\', n ........ 
XXV, 6 . . . . . . . .  
XXVI, U . . . . . . . .  

........ XXVI, 6 
....... XXVII, (1 

XXVII, b . .  . . . . .  

XX\'II, c ....... 
XXVIII, (l . . . . . .  

SSVIII, 6 ...... 
XXIX, (1 a . . . . . .  

XXIX, 6 . . . . . . .  
XXX .......... 
XXXI, (1 . . . . . . .  
XXXI, b . . . . . . .  
XXXI l, a ...... 

.I \ie\t of the tornb sho\\i~ig the lioles in the boltoln and the ~iurtli 
part whicl~ is higher than the burial chamber. 

The hole in ahich the pottery jars \\ere fo'ou~id. 
Body found by the south side. 
Tlie t\\o burials in a recess cut in the east sick. 
The horns or the ibex. 
The circular buiidi~igs in the rcctaugular pit. 
The circular buildings in the ~.ectangular pi[ s l~oau  (!~npty. 
The five circular buildings. 
The body nrapped in a mat ancl tied by a rope. 
The body after un~vrapping. 
The mat with the rope. 
Skeleton after unlrrappilig and cleanitlg. 
The itory hand. 
The itory spoon. 
Ivory spoon, handle in form of a gazelle's leg. 
Blockings of mud bricks and pieces on the floor of' the shaft. 
The alabaster table, vase with patch and votite slate \asc. 
Skeletons in the west burial place. 
The t\to faience necklaces and the bracelel. 
The i\ory statuette (face). 
The ivory statuette (profile). 
Burial to south showing 3 shelelo~ls and some stone tases. 
The skeleton with the skull turned towards east, anti the objects. 
The three botibe bases. 
The irory A, B, C, I) and tlie tell ivory bracelets. 
Habaster dish. 
Three alabaster \ otive \ ases. 
Five horn bracelets in bad coriditio~l and one in fraf;nients. The car- 

nelian bracelet. 
Stone in bladder. 
The sheleton surroullded lq the pottery ol~jects ant1 the ~tiud bricks 

blocking the entraace. 
The burial chamber \\it11 the lioles by the sides ill thr Iloor. 
Ping Kh in the serekh \\ith tlie falcon upoii it. 
Habaster dish and b o ~ l s .  
Skeleton in burial place with tli objects ; to casi are the two ~liagazines. 
Slate plate and dish; alabastrr jar and bo~i l .  
Cylinder seal. 
.\labaster jars a ~ ~ d  dish ; slate dish aud bo\\l. 



XXXII. h ...... Sbla ton ant1 objects. 
XKXIII, n . . . . . .  Five alabaster dishes. 
NXXIII, h . . . . . .  Kidney stone. 
XXXIV . . . . . . . .  The east side in the hririal chamhor. 

. SXX\- . . . . . . . .  Croop of vases. 
SXXVI, n .  . . . . .  Thc two alabaster gaming d r a u g h t s n ~ e ~ ~  ancl ihc sixty rorind beads. 
XXKVI, 4). . . . . . .  Group of I 8 flint i~nplements. 
NNXVII, n . .  .... The inkpot with the s compartments. 
XXXVTT, b . .  . . . .  The inkpot wit11 the lid on. 
XXXVII, r ...... Body with objects round. 
XXXVIIT, n .  . . . .  Skeleton and objects. 
XZSVIII, h . . . .  :!laltastcr vases and howl. 

..... NXX\,7111, e Ivory comb. 
... XXXVIII, d . .  Bracelet of carlielien agate and tu.0 sliell~. 

XSXIX,n. ....... Four necklaces ant1 the \I-l~ecl after restoration, 
XXXIX, h . .  . . . . .  The wheel. 
XL, ,I ......... The body surrounded by the ol),jecls. 
XL, h ......... Alabaster objerts. 
XLf . . . . . . . . . . .  The statuettes. bracelets ant1 nccklacc. 

. XLII, n and h . .  Ivory pieces. 
XLIII, t r  . . . . . . .  Head of a ram (back). 
XLIII, h ....... ITead of a ram (face). 
XLIV. ( I . .  ...... Body with objects ronntl. 
XLIV, A . .  . . . . . .  Alabaster ohjects. 

........ XLIV, r Ivory comb and straw rase. 
XLV, ( I . .  . . . . . . .  Body with ivory sticks. 
SLV, h . .  ....... The five ivory sticks. 
XLVI, n ........ Skeleton of the dog. 

. . . . . . .  XLVI, h .  Box ~ - i t h  lid. 
XLVI, c .  ....... Box with the skeleton. 
XLVII, n . .  . . . . .  The bind part of the donkey. 
XLVII, b.  ...... The front l e g  of the donkey. 
XLVIII, a ...... The neck bones and ribs. 
XLVIII, b . . . . . .  The neck bones fro111 the 3rd to the 5th and front part of the and. 
XLIX, a . .  ...... The first seven spinal hones. 

. . . . . .  XLIX, I ) .  Eight rihs. 
L . .  ........... The skeleton snrrounded hy the objects. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  L1 Body of llle tlecease(1 ant1 the Iloor of the wooden eofin. 
L I I . .  . . . . . . . . . .  Slate and alabaster pieces. 
LIII, a . .  ....... .4 group of C' copper needles. 

7. 



LIII, b .  . . . . . . . .  
LIY . . . . . . . . . . .  
LV . . . . . . . . . .  
LVI, n . .  . . . . . . .  
LVI, h . .  . . . . . . .  
LVII, I1 . . . . . . . .  
LVII, b . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  LVIII, (l 

LVIII, b . . . . . .  
LIX, n . . . . . . . .  
LIX. h . . . . . . . .  
LX . . . . . . . . . . .  
LXI, (1 . . . . . . . .  
LXI, b . . . . . . . .  
LXII, a . . . . . . . .  
LXII, h . . . . . . . .  
LXII, c . . . . . . . .  
LXIII, a . .  . . . . . .  
LXIII, b . . . . . . .  
LXIV, a . . . . . . .  
LXIV, h . . . . . . .  
LXIV, r . . . . . . .  
LXV, 0 . . . . . . . .  
LXV, h . .  . . . . . . .  
LXVI to LSXI\J. . 

. . . . . . .  LXXV, n 
LZXV, b . . . . . . .  
LYXVI, a .  . . . . . .  

. . . . .  LSXVI, b . .  
I,ZX\:II, n . . . . .  
LZZVIJ, h . . . . .  
LXXVI I I . . . . . . .  
LXXIX . . . . . . . .  
LXXX and LXXXT. 

Group of 1 3  flint implements. 
Body ~ i t h  the objects round. 
Jars, dishes, bo\\ls and plates. 
4labaster row beads. 
Hooks and weights for fishing. 
Group of nine flint implements. 
Clay model of granary bins surrounded by a nall. 
The burial chamber and 2 magazines to north. 
The burial chamber, the southern magazines ant1 the steps. 
Funerary bark to the east of tomb no 649  H;. 
Funerary bark to the soutll of tomb nu 680 H i .  
Funerar~ barb to the north of tom11 no 762 115. 
Ibory model boat ; bent part missing (side v im) .  
Ivory   no del boat (inside I ie\\ ). 
Vie\\ of a stone motlel boat in imitation of papjrlls stems. 
Inside view of the same   no del boat. 
Pottery model boats. 
The spouted alabaster jar \\ith stopper beside it. 
The elegant flint knife. 
Tao  slate dishes. 
The upper part of the itory label. 
The cylinder seal and its inscription. 
Iiair on the shulis (profile). 
Hair on the skulls (face). 
Types of pottery objects. 
Six sLulls showing the face. 
The same shnlls in profile. 
i 2 shulls in profile. 
Same shulls in face. 
l i n e  sLulls in profile. 
The same skulls in face. 
The tibia shoj~ing cronic periostis. 
The femur sho\\ing fractnre of shaft. 
Stones. 
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COLOURED PLANS. 

Site plan of tlir 1.oya1 excavations at Ijelwdn. 
Royal excavations at HelnQn (plate I ) .  
Iioyal excavations at Hela An (plate 11). 
Itoyal excavations at Hel\\tln (platr 111). 
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(I. T h e  shaft  slioa.inK the  east, n-eSt and  .;outh qides. 

l). Tlic  shaft of  the  l>ut-ial charnlxl.. 



"R- 

( I .  l ioof  o f  \\-eft magazine n-ith I~locl;s 
o f  Stone like palm-tree  trunl;s. 

t AT- 

1). The I>urial cllaml-res shon.iny thc  sountlctl lintel. 



a. The $tone piece with the holes. 

b. Nine mallets of stone of different sizes. 



n. T\vo hi? mallets o f  irone.  

h. 'The super<tr~~&'ture of  ton117 I 114 shr)\ \ . inc t he  chapel faciny weft. 



n. T h e  north mud bricli m a p z i n e \  and the north block of  the burial chatlil~er. 

b. Tlic eact .;icle o f  the burial chamber shon.ing thc small blocl; of the robber's tunnel. 



N. T h e  layers of  ribs, alabaster jars r- .  T h e  two flint knives ay they were 
and flint knife in the magazine. fi,und at the bot tom of  the magazine. 

11. The  flint knife t;,und hy the ribs of the sacrifice heloo. the first l a ~ e r .  



Tile tn.11 1,nives n.hich xvc1.e t;)uncl in the hotton1 of the  ninyazine. 



N. The doot- of the tomb blocked \.l-ith ii-~utl bricls. 

b. Intact tomb n' I 16 : the on nel-, the north maqazlne and the objects. 



\lahastet. r a w <  1, R, C, D, E, F, G and H. 



,. o. I hc i\.ot.~. ctrlunin n-ith the lotus t!on-c~s. 

3 .  

,l. Phree \chict tli.;liez and  one potter!- jar. .l, R, C and D. c. Portculliq blocking the dnot  
of the t o m b  5 0 5 .  



b. Potter!. jar, clay Stopper \ ~ . i t h  rile jmprcs5ion of a c!-linclcr x a l .  



n. Pottery jar, clay Stoppet- with the impression o f  a c!-linder seal. 

/ I .  The fi)ur lime-$tone rectangular pleces. 





,I. '1'11~ 111laicl cotl in;  rlic \hell., i \ o l . \ -  hmall p ~ c c c \  and rhc: hl;lcl; mare~.i;il arc. \ I \ I ~ > I L . .  

h. .\ \ ic \ \ -  ot  rlie t o m h  clio\\.ing the holc.; in rhc l>u~.ral place (tram nor th  t o  south) .  



N. :\ view of the to111l1 sho\ving the holes in the bot tom ancl the north part which 
is higher than the burial chamber (from south t c ~  north). 

l). T h e  holc in \\-hich the potter!- jar.; \\.ere iountl. 



( I .  Body found  by the south hide. 

l). 'I'hc tn.o I~ur~a lq ,  one in  the south-ea\t corner- and the other to  the 
north in a recess cut  In the eact side. 
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XIX 6. 

0 1 2 3 4 5 Metres 
i t I I I 

Section Looking West Tomb Nol 679 H,4  
The fivc circular buildings. 









11. Blockings of mud bricks and 
pieces on the floor of the shaft. 

c. Skeletons in the \veSt burial place. 

b. The alabaSter table, vase with patch and votive slate vase. 

The two faience necklaces and the bracelet. 



11. T h c  i \  o r ~  sr : l t~~et tc  (protiic). 

r. nur ia l  t o  sou th  sh~on-in? ; skeletons and  s o m e  *one \.aces. 



n. T h e  skeleton lx-ith the skull 
turned towards east, and the objefis. 

17. T h e  three rotix-e rases n ,  b and r .  



(7. The ivory A, B, C and D 
and the ten ivory bracelets. 



PI. SSVTT. 

b. Fi1.c ho rn  131.aceletr in bad condi t ion and  o n e  in fragment<. T h e  carnelian 1,racelet. 



N. Thc sl<eleton su r rounded  l,!- t he  potter!- o l~ je&s  
ant1 the mild bl-icls l~ l i~~ci i inr :  the entrance. 



b. The  hurial chamhcr with the holes by the side5 in the floor. 



n. King 5 5  in  the screkh with the falcon upon  it. 

h. .\Iaba<tel- dish and bon.1~ .\, U, C and D. 



Skeleton in 1,ut.ial place \\-ith the o l , j e 8 ~ ;  t c ~  eaSt are the two magazines. 



(1. Slats plxt: ant1 d ish  ; al.~l>ai;te~. jar and lxjn-I (.\. 13, ancl D) 



PI. SSSIT. 

l r .  ,\lal>a<tcr ia1.s (.\, R )  anti t l i \ l ~  ((:); slate d i \ h  (D) ant1 l>o\vl (E). 



n. Five alabacter dishes. 



.,-, , I , '  

' , . ,  





N. Tlic t\\ .o alal>a<ter ~ a n i i n g  tlrauyhr<mcn anti r i ~ c  silt!- round beacls. 



-- 

,I. T h e  inl<lx,t \ ~ i t h  thc r compartment.; (and the lid Ixsitle it). 

b. T h c  inl;pot \\.itti the lit1 on. 

r- .  Rot ly  n j t h  obiects round. T h e  slate lid 
anti tx>s are behind the head. 



n. Skeleton and  nbjefl.;. 

b. .\lahabtcs vases and I , I I \ \ . I  : .\, I3 anti (1. 

d. I31.acelet of  casnelian 
ayate  anti t\vo shclls. 



r / .  F o u r  necklaces anti the  \\-eel aAc.1. r r s to t -a t ion  



N. T h e  bocl!- surroundet1 b!. the objeLts. 

( I .  \lal,astcr oI,lcct\ : ,\, 13. c,, D and 1,.  





C " .  



P1. SLIII.  

* 

n. Head of a ran1 (back). 

h. Head of a ram (face) 



( I .  Iiody with objeAs round. c. Ivory comb and straw case. 

h. ,\IahaBer oblezb : \. R, (1 anti D. 



PI. S L V .  

( I .  Body with ivory Sticks by the fingers. 

h. T h e  five ivory Siicka. T h e  imitation reed designs are clear 



n. Skeleton of the dos.  

11. Box ~v i th  lid. L.. Box n-ith the skeleton; the lid is by it. 



PI. SLVTT. 

(1. T h e  hlntl part  of  the  tlonl,e\. 

- % I f -  

17. T h e  front leqc of the donkey. 



PI. XI2\ ' lI l .  

8'"' P m 

( I .  T h e  necl\ bone.; and rib<. 

11. T h e  neck hones from tile ;rd to the 7th  and the tl-onr parr ot tlic 2 n d .  





T h e  skelcton 5~11-1-onntletl h!- t hc  ol~jeLtq. 







( I .  .-l group  of 6 copper needles. 

h. <;roup of  1 3  Hint implements.  



I:" C' 

Body with the obje&?s round. 





n. .\labacter ron- beads. 

h. Hooks and weight5 for  fi5hing : 11, R, C. 



cr. <;roup of nine flint implements. 

h. Clay model (6 Sranary bins surrounded by a wall. 











11. I v o r y  model hoat  (insicle \.ic\\.). 



I 

E 
"X, 



PI. LSIII.  

n. T h e  spouted alabaSiet- jar with Siopper beside it. 

. - ~. . . . ., . . . - 

6. The elegant flint knife. 



N. T h e  tn-o slate dishes ,\ and H. 

b. 7'hc Llpper part 06 thc ivory lahcl bc;~~. ing the nanic  
of Queen S e i t  1-Iotep and her face. 



N. l-Iaiv o n  the ~liul ls  (pl.otilc). 

h. I lair o n  rhc skull< (face). 



P1. LXVI. 

Z A H  l Y. SAAD 



P1. LXVII. 



P1. LXVIII. 

ZAHI Y. SAAD 



P1. LXIX. 

ZAnl Y. SAAD 



P1. LXX. 



PI. LXXI. 





P1. LXXIII. 



1'1. LXXIV. 



n. SIS skullr showins the  face. 

b. The same skulls in profile. 



h. Same skulls in face. 



(1. \111c \ I < L I I I \  i l l  [~l-oli lc.  

I J .  T h c  satiic ~ L ~ i l l ~  in txcc. 



PI. LSSVIII.  

The tibia shon-inq cronic perio<ti.;. 



The femur showing fracturc of shaft. 



Stones : :l, B and C. 



PI. L S S S I .  

Stones : .l and B. 
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